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On the Friday before the Thanksgiving long weekend, AltaLink issued a news release stating the cost 
estimate for the Western Alberta Transmission Line had increased by $200 million. 

The increase is caused, at least in part, by an overheated demand for construction labour to meet all the 
"urgent" in-service dates of numerous transmission lines being built across the province in a relatively short 
time. 

This AltaLink line, from the Genesee area west of Edmonton to a point east of Calgary, is one of two 500-
kilovolt high-voltage, direct current transmission lines the Alberta government mandated under controversial 
Bill 50. 
 
The Eastern Alberta Transmission Line, being built by Atco Electric, experienced a similar cost increase of 
$200 million, announced on Aug. 23. 

That's $400 million in cost increases for the two projects. This is a good time to reflect on the costcontrol 
measures the government has promised: 

On Jan. 29, ratepayers were promised the Alberta Utilities Commission would increase its scrutiny of costs. 
The commission is to receive more information sooner in the process; the mechanics of this are being 
discussed this fall. 

In the same announcement, Energy Minister Ken Hughes asked the utilities commission to determine the 
best way to pay for new transmission lines over the long term, to minimize cost impacts on monthly bills. 
This consultation is ongoing. 

In the same announcement, the government "accepted in principle" the recommendation that the Utilities 
Consumer Advocate be made an independent agency, with greater capacity to advocate on Albertans' 
behalf. A team of MLAs is consulting on how this will happen. 

The only change to be enacted so far is a shift in the burden of proof for the prudence of costs. 

This summer, a regulation was amended to require transmission companies to prove all costs are prudent, 
instead of consumers being forced to challenge costs. 

This was a good change. However, it could have been made much earlier. 

Industrial consumers acknowledge more electricity transmission is needed. Our economy is growing and we 
will need new infrastructure. But there has always been an expectation that spending on transmission would 
be done on a least-cost basis. 

Transmission companies are spending well over $200 million a month on major transmission projects in 
Alberta. The government made cost-control promises in January. It is now October, and realistically, these 
initiatives likely will not be in place for at least another six months, if not a year. 

Alberta electricity consumers are concerned the cost oversight for this new infrastructure might not be in 
place until after the dollars have been spent. At this pace, interim measures are needed.  
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