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HOUSING Minister Dr Roodal Moonilal on Friday said Canadian company SNC Lavalin was hired 
under the former People’s National Movement (PNM) g overnment to provide project management 
services to the Ultra Low Sulphur Diesel (ULSD) pro ject at State oil company Petrotrin in 2009.  

Moonilal made this disclosure in response to a motion filed by Diego Martin North/East MP Colm Imbert 
which among other things, called on Government to terminate all existing contracts with SNC Lavalin with 
respect to the Penal Hospital project and not entering into any future contracts with this company or any of 
its subsidiaries.  
 
“At a meeting of the Cabinet yesterday (Thursday), a decision was taken to terminate all contractual 
arrangements with SNC Lavalin,” Moonilal declared. Government MPs thumped their desks when Moonilal 
added, “As of today we can say to SNC Lavalin, au revoir.”  
 
Noting that Imbert said SNC Lavalin has been around for some time and there was “a legacy of corruption” 
associated with that company, Moonilal confirmed Imbert’s statement that the Canadian Commercial 
Corporation (CCC) recommended the company to Government for the Penal Hospital project.  
 
However he countered, “Who recommended them to the former administration? It was not the CCC.” 
Government MPs gasped in surprise when Moonilal said, “SNC Lavalin was appointed project manager to 
provide project management service to the ULSD work being undertaken at Petrotrin.  
 
“The board of Petrotrin led then, I think the former chairman was Malcolm Jones, awarded a contract to SNC 
Lavalin for project management services at a meeting of July 15, 2009, when they would have known of this 
legacy of corruption,” he quipped.  
 
Moonilal said the original cost of that contract, which was signed on July 29, 2009, increased from $42 
million to $102 million “with approved variation due to delays”. He added the overall cost of the ULSD project 
has increased from US$350 million to US$425 million.  
 
“That is $2.8 billion,” Moonilal declared. He questioned whether any “known persons” might have benefitted 
from this contract. While conceding Government could consider Imbert’s suggestion to revisit its agreement 
with the Canadian government which allows CCC to select Canadian contractors, Moonilal wondered why 
the PNM never did this when it entered into government-to-government arrangements on projects such as 
Alutrint and the two National Academies for the Performing Arts.  
 
In presenting the motion, Imbert said SNC Lavalin and its subsidiaries featured prominently on a World Bank 
blacklist of corrupt companies which was released on September 18.  
 
“Of the more than 600 companies (on the list) 117 are Canadian and of those, 115 represent SNC and its 
subsidaries,” Imbert said.  
 
He said CCC and SNC made several requests to meet with him last week when they learnt about this 
motion.  
 
“I did not meet with them, I was not born yesterday,” Imbert said.  
 
Citing numerous press reports about corruption allegations levelled against SNC Lavalin, Imbert asked, 
“Why are we doing business with this company?”  
 
Claiming that CCC “prides itself” on avoiding lengthy tendering procedures, Imbert called on Government to 
extricate itself from the framework agreement with Canada, which involves the CCC. Imbert said one report 
alleged that SNC Lavalin was involved in an attempt to smuggle late Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi out of 
Libya.  

 


