
SNC-Lavalin offered VP post to Moammar 
Gadhafi’s son in 2008 
Canadian engineering giant SNC Lavalin offered an executive post to the son of former 

Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi in 2008, according court documents cited by the CBC. 
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MONTREAL—Canadian engineering giant SNC-Lavalin offered an executive post to the son 
of former Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi in 2008, according court documents cited by the 
CBC. 

The broadcaster report based on an RCMP affidavit that was used to raid the company’s 
Montreal headquarters in an international bribery investigation in April 2012, said Saadi 
Gadhafi was offered a $150,000 annual salary and the title “VP-Maghreb.” 

The affidavit speaks to just how deeply involved the construction and engineering firm 
was with the Libyan regime before Gadhafi was ousted and killed in a popular revolt in 
2011 and how far it was willing to go in order to win contracts and boost its business 
across the oil-rich regions of north Africa. 

Trial Date Set for Gaddafi Son 
It is just one part of the world where the company is now accused of having paid bribes to 
public officials in order to secure work. 

When police investigators raided SNC-Lavalin’s offices last year, the affidavit said they 
discovered Canadian and Quebec immigration forms filled out in Saadi Gadhafi’s name, as 
well as a March 2008 letter from Riadh Ben Aissa, an executive vice-president with the firm, 
requesting a temporary work permit from the Canadian embassy in Tunisia, according to the 
CBC report. 

RCMP Cpl. Alexandre Beaulieu states in the affidavit that SNC-Lavalin believed Saadi 
Gadhafi would give them an inside track on work in Libya and throughout the region. 

“They were convinced that his temporary involvement would allow them to obtain more 
contracts, to proceed more rapidly on their day-to-day business in North Africa, and to 
solidify the growth of SNC-Lavalin in Libya,” it says. 
Ben Aissa, who was fired last year, is in a Swiss jail charged with bribery and 
corruption related to company operations far and wide. But his relationship with Saadi 
Gadhafi, who held an influential government post, has come in for particular scrutiny. Ben 
Aissa allegedly spared no expense wooing the influential son to ensure that SNC Lavalin won 
valuable contracts in the oil-rich country. 

Former company officials were also implicated in an attempt to spirit Saadi Gadhafi out of 
the country following the uprising and ensure his safe passage to Mexico, resulting in the 
arrest of a consultant and former controller Stéphane Roy. 

 


