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MONTREAL — Newly unsealed information in an RCMP search warrant 

document alleges that SNC-Lavalin paid nearly $6-million to the son-in-law of 

Tunisia’s president between 2001 and 2010 to win contracts in the North African 

country. 

“The payments were destined for offshore companies belonging to Slim 

Chiboub,” the police affidavit says. “According to public-source information, the 

payments in question were made at a period when a variety of major contracts 

were awarded to SNC-Lavalin in Tunisia.” 

Mr. Chiboub, a businessman, is married to the oldest daughter of Zine al-Abidine 

Ben Ali, the autocratic president who was toppled in a January 2011 uprising. Mr. 

Chiboub fled to the United Arab Emirates after the revolution. 

Swiss authorities uncovered the Tunisian payments as part of an investigation 

into corruption and money laundering, the affidavit says. 

They add to allegations in an earlier, partially redacted version of the affidavit 

that the engineering company paid $160-million in kickbacks to the son of 

dictator Colonel Muammar Gaddafi in exchange for contracts in Libya. 

The document alleges that Riadh Ben Aissa, who was a senior vice-president at 

SNC-Lavalin before he was forced to resign last year, initially used his company 

Duvel Securities Inc. to funnel SNC-Lavalin money to a company owned by Mr. 

Chiboub, Burnet Ltd. 

Later, the document states, the “professional fees” were paid directly by SNC-

Lavalin to another of Mr. Chiboub’s companies, Empson Properties SA. 

Mr. Chiboub’s companies received 3.4-million euros and 2.1-million German 

deutschmarks, worth a total of approximately $5.8-million at today’s exchange 

rates. 



The affidavit cites two major projects in which SNC-Lavalin was involved in 

Tunisia at the time of the payments: a $1.9-billion deep-water port in Enfidha 

and a $340-million gas power plant in Sousse. 

The affidavit, which was used in April 2012 to obtain a warrant to search SNC-

Lavalin’s Montreal headquarters, alleges that in the previous 10 years “managers” 

at the firm “committed acts of corruption of foreign public agents in the 

framework of major contracts awarded in Tunisia and Libya.” It continues that 

Mr. Ben Aissa’s companies “served as a slush fund, that is for the payment of 

bribes with the aim of securing various infrastructure contracts awarded by 

foreign governments.” 

Mr. Ben Aissa, who was born in Tunisia, has been detained in Switzerland for the 

past year on suspicion of corruption, fraud and money laundering. He and former 

SNC-Lavalin chief executive officer Pierre Duhaime have been charged with fraud 

in relation to alleged kickbacks paid to land a Montreal hospital project. 

Leslie Quinton, a senior vice-president at SNC-Lavalin, said the company has co-

operated with police in “an effort to get to the bottom of these issues.” She said 

the Tunisia allegations “appear to be related to acts that were willfully concealed 

from the company by former employees acting against the [SNC-Lavalin] Code of 

Ethics.” 

The affidavit also reveals new information about Gary Peters, an important player 

in a bid allegedly involving Mr. Ben Aissa and another SNC-Lavalin executive to 

extract Saadi Gaddafi, son of the former Libyan ruler, during the 2011 Libyan 

revolution. 

Mr. Peters, who was a bodyguard to Saadi Gaddafi, attempted suicide in March 

2012 in Waterloo, Ont., the affidavit says. He was hospitalized in a psychiatric 

facility, and police were twice called to intervene when he became aggressive 

against the hospital staff, the affidavit says. In spite of these incidents, the 

affidavit says, police consider Mr. Peters to be a “trustworthy and credible” 

witness. 

Mr. Peters was deported to his native Australia in March after Canadian 

authorities deemed him a member of the Libyan government apparatus who was 

therefore complicit in crimes against humanity. 


