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Dale Weiss voices his concerns over the AltaLink power lines that are planned to run near his property.--NEWS 
PHOTO EMMA BENNETT 
 

Health and financial concerns have been expressed after it was revealed some of the AltaLink powerlines 
planned for the length of Township Road 114, between Eagle Butte Road and Black and White Trail, may 
be just 55 metres from peoples’ homes. 

Residents had an opportunity to express concerns at an Alberta Utilities Commission hearing this week in 
Medicine Hat. 

“Our health and the value of our property is at stake,” said Dale Weiss, whose father purchased the land in 
1972 on which his family lives. “AltaLink has no risk whatsoever. All their costs plus nine per cent will be 
covered regardless of the outcome of this hearing.” 

AltaLink pylons will be erected on the side of the road and the arms above will extend over private 
property. 

The pylons will be 100 metres from the home Weiss built for his family 11 years ago. 

Weiss says he is concerned about the electromagnetic fields and negative impacts on health. 

“Governments and power companies are reluctant to acknowledge the severity of the problem 
electromagnetic fields pose to our health,” said Weiss. “More and more research appears almost daily that 
there is good reason to be concerned.” 



An expert witness for AltaLink said at the hearings that low levels of this power line will pose no concern 
regarding health effects. 

Another AltaLink expert witness said there is no negative impact to property values if the home is more 
than 45 metres from the pylons. 

Mick Parsons, who also lives on Township Road 114, says the pylons are also aesthetically unpleasant. 

Other options, such as erecting the pylons one mile south of the current plan, were suggested at the hearing. 

Weiss suggested the lines be buried along the section where there are many homes. 

“There are hundreds of other examples from around the world of successfully buried high voltage power 
lines including one in Tokyo covering 39.8 km and this was completed in 2000,” said Weiss. 

The hearings, similar in style to a court of law, moved more quickly than anticipated and a spokesperson 
for Alberta Utilities Commission expected them to conclude on Wednesday. 

 
 


