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Colchester Elementary School said its good-byes to the community last week, as the school will be closing 
for good when this school year comes to an end. 

The closure was necessitated by the proximity of the overhead power lines that belong to the 500 kV 
Heartland Transmission Project, which will be carrying power from Wabamun to the Industrial Heartland 
once operational. 

Before construction on the power line was even approved, parents warned they would be pulling their kids 
from Colchester, as the line is running too close for comfort amid debates in the scientific community that 
nearby power lines can cause negative health effects. 

In all fairness, construction of the line can be seen directly east of the school from its parking lot. 
Considering that most ball players could hit a baseball from the parking lot to where the construction is, I’d 
pull my kid, too (if I had one). 

The government deserves recognition for ponying up the $20 million for necessary renovations at Fultonvale 
school to accommodate the influx of Colchester students beginning next school year — especially in a time 
where provincial money is tightening up thanks to the Alberta oil boom and bust cycle. 

Regardless of the line’s need (or lack thereof, as some might say), it’s unfortunate that the government isn’t 
requiring new power lines to be buried as a default practice. Sure the health effects may not be proven one 
way or the other (depending on who’s speaking), but why take the risk? It’s unlikely anyone who approved 
that route would want to live in the affected areas, so why make others suffer? 

Like all things in life, the truth about power line proximity and negative health effects is probably somewhere 
in the middle of the radical voices. Regardless, there will always be people spinning it one way or the other 
to meet their needs. 

That this line is being built is a testament to the fact that nothing is a given anymore when it comes to 
respecting a proposed project’s surrounding area and the people who live there — a realization of mine 
that’s been reinforced since I started working in the newspaper industry eight years ago. 

Government, at any level, will do what it needs to do to get what it wants done. On the majority of projects, 
reaching out for community feedback is something the government must do (unless it legislates that 
requirement away), but probably does not want to do. Holding open houses enables another bullet point to 
be checked off the to-do list before many projects get their expected approval, while the feedback often falls 
on deaf ears. 
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