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Staff and students at Colchester School gathered for a Farewell Fair as the school prepares to close. 
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Staff, students and parents gathered for a Farewell Fair to say goodbye to Colchester 
School, which has served the community for over 50 years. 

“This school community really started in 1898 in a one-room school house and then a two-
room school house and this current building was built on this site in 1958.” Principal Bill Suter 
explained. 

Elk Island Public Schools decided to close the school after a consultation with parents 
regarding the Heartland Transmission Project, which will be built nearby. 
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Former Colchester Elementary student, Sarah Uytterhagen (left), said the school's Farewell Fair was a bittersweet 
event. 

 

 
Many current and former students gathered at Colchester School Sunday for the final farewell. 

Suter said that 95 per cent of parents indicated they would move their children to another 
school after the power line was built. 



Something he said he could understand. 

“I wouldn’t want to take any kind of risk with my child’s health.” 

Most students will be moving on to Fultonvale Elementary Junior High in the fall and the 
parents association helped bring the final fair into being. 

“A group of Grade 5 students came to us and said they wanted to do this for charity and do 
one last fair,” chairperson for the association, Gabriel Chemello, told CTV News. 

He said they started planning for the free family fun day in September. 

Many previous students turned out to reminisce about days gone by. 

“We used to play baseball at noon everyday even when there was snow on the ground,” one 
of the school’s first students, Robert Peck, recalled. 

Sarah Uytterhagen said the day was bittersweet. 

“It’s really interesting to go through the hallways,” she said,  “but it’s kind of sad that it’s going 
to be closed soon.” 

Having been a student at Colchester from Grade 2 to Grade 6 Uytterhagen said her fondest 
memory was playing in the school yard. 

“Playing on the monkey bars over by the playground and going on the tire swing and just 
running around during recess and having a really good time.” 
 
 
 


