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WATERLOO REGION — A local taxpayer watchdog says choosing SNC-Lavalin for 
the light rail project here could tarnish the reputation of regional government. 

Harald Drewitz of the Kitchener Taxpayers City Watch Spending Group said the Region 
of Waterloo should tread carefully before awarding the bid to SNC-Lavalin — a 
company with former top officials facing corruption charges. 

“I think the region, at this point, they had no choice but to include the SNC-Lavalin bid,” 
Drewitz said. “But when it comes to the final choice, I think they need to weigh the non-
numbers factor in the bid decision. 

“I think Waterloo Region is known for its good ethics and I don’t think we want to taint 
that.” 

Drewitz emailed regional councillors to raise his concerns. 

Former chief executive officer of SNC-Lavalin Group Inc., Pierre Duhaime, and another 
top executive, Riadh Ben Aissa, face charges of fraud related to construction contracts for 
the McGill University Health Centre in Montreal.  

Ben Aissa faces accusations of fraud and money laundering in North Africa. He is 
awaiting trial in Switzerland.  

The allegations have not been proven in court. 

Montreal-based SNC-Lavalin is one of the largest engineering and construction 
companies in the world. They have worked on local projects including the recently 
completed courthouse. 

Regional Coun. Sean Strickland helped evaluate the seven construction consortia 
interested in bidding on the estimated $600-million light rail contract. 

“I stand by our decision, we’ve done our due diligence,” Strickland said. “I can see their 
concern to a certain extent, but I’m more concerned about a successful light rail transit 
project that’s on budget and on time.” 

The region hired a fairness monitor to ensure the procurement process is clean. Strickland 
said the point is to ensure bids are evaluated based on their merits, not on personal 
opinions. 



The taxpayer watchdog isn’t the first to raise concerns. 

Coun. Jean Haalboom last week voted against approving three shortlisted teams for light 
rail because of SNC-Lavalin’s involvement. Four divisions of the company are part of the 
Tricity Transit System consortium. 

Consortia were shortlisted by the region based on a list of weighted criteria including the 
applicant’s approach to project partnering, financing, and approach and experience for 
design, construction, maintenance, rehabilitation and operations management. 

The successful consortium will build 19 kilometres of light rail track from Conestoga 
Mall in Waterloo to Fairview Park mall in Kitchener and also maintain, finance, design 
and operate the system.  

Other shortlisted teams include GrandLinq and Kitchener Waterloo Cambridge Transit 
Services.  

Officials expect to award the contract in early 2014. 

Drewitz hopes what’s happening in the courts with former SNC-Lavalin officials will be 
considered. 

“What’s happening in the legal system must be weighted adequately before making any 
final decision,” he said. 

SNC-Lavalin officials did not respond to The Record. Last week, they said the officials 
facing corruption charges are no longer involved with the company. 
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