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MONTREAL - The man who held the purse strings for SNC-Lavalin, as it conducted 
business around the world from the McGill University Health Centre in Montreal to 
Gadhafi’s Great Man Made River in Libya, is suing the engineering firm for almost $1 
million for wrongful dismissal and defamation. 

Stéphane Roy, who was vice-president comptroller for SNC-Lavalin until he was fired on 
Feb. 9, 2012, in the wake of allegations of corruption and fraud within the company, says 
he has been made a scapegoat for following company directives and acting according to 
its “moral standards and expectations.” 

“The defendant (referring to SNC-Lavalin) had created a corporate culture in which the 
common practice was to do whatever was necessary, including paying “commissions” 
and other benefits, to obtain contracts,” reads a lawsuit launched last Thursday in Quebec 
Superior Court, “including in Libya.” 

Roy, who rose through the ranks of SNC-Lavalin over 15 years, reported directly to 
Riadh Ben Aissa — executive vice-president of SNC-Lavalin, who in turn reported to 
former CEO Pierre Duhaime. 

Ben Aissa, who also left the company almost exactly one year ago, was arrested two 
months later in Switzerland, where he remains incarcerated. He has been charged with 
corrupting a public official, fraud and money laundering. Duhaime, who took early 
retirement in March, was arrested in November and formally charged on Monday with 
fraud and using a counterfeit document (a contract) to commit fraud against the MUHC. 

The allegations relating to Roy and Ben Aissa go beyond the framework of the MUHC, 
however. An affidavit presented by the RCMP in support of a search warrant for SNC-
Lavalin headquarters in April reveals that both men had unorthodox dealings with the 
Gadhafi family in Libya, in particular with Saadi Gadhafi — Moammar’s son. 

According to the affidavit, Roy’s own home was searched by the RCMP on April 3 — 
one week before the raid on SNC headquarters — for emails, bank statements and 
expense accounts. The searches revealed that Roy hired an interior designer for Saadi 
Gadhafi’s condo in Toronto and SNC-Lavalin paid the designer’s fees — $202,333. Bank 
records show that Roy regularly paid Gadhafi’s condo fees out of his personal bank 
account — Roy himself declared that Ben Aissa later reimbursed him. 

But the most troubling and serious allegations contained in the affidavit relate to Roy’s 
role in a so-called “fact-finding mission” to Libya, which the RCMP believe was 



intended to smuggle Saadi Gadhafi and his family out of Libya, then in the midst of a 
civil war, and into Mexico with false papers. 

SNC-Lavalin provided the RCMP with documents that showed Roy had paid Cindy 
Vanier, a mediator from Ontario, more than $740,000 for the 10-day trip to Libya. 
(Vanier was arrested in Mexico in November 2011.) The RCMP also uncovered emails 
between Roy and Vanier in which they appear to discuss how to hide their true intentions 
and obtain false documents. 

Roy, a financial comptroller, arrived in Mexico the day Vanier was arrested, and he met 
with Gabriela De Cueto, Vanier’s co-accused, the next day, ostensibly to drum up 
business on water projects for the firm. The meeting had lasted 10 minutes when De 
Cueto was arrested in the back of a car. 

Roy’s lawyer did not return calls from the Gazette on Tuesday. 

Leslie Quinton, SNC-Lavalin’s VP of global corporate communications, issued this 
statement: “Mr. Roy was terminated for cause in February 2012 for actions that were 
considered unacceptable and outside the scope of his official duties for the Company. The 
Company maintains that this decision was justified and we intend to defend ourselves 
vigorously.” 
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Read more: 
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