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MONTREAL—A number of major engineering firms — including global giant SNC-
Lavalin — participated in a collusion scheme to raise the price of construction projects in 
Quebec, the head of one company testified Thursday at a provincial inquiry. 

The incendiary testimony of Michel Lalonde suggested that big, even publicly traded, 
engineering firms were complicit in the cartellike practices previously ascribed to lower-
level construction companies in that province. 

The president of Genius Conseil Inc. said the group of companies selected him as a go-
between with Montreal city officials, and he pointed at firms of varying sizes as 
participants in the system including: Montreal-based SNC-Lavalin, Dessau, CIMA, 
Genivar, Tecsult, SM, BPR and Roche. 

He said the companies were expected to cough up donations to the city’s ruling political 
party. 

“We had to talk if we wanted to make sure that we could split up the contracts and assure 
that we understood the political donation obligations we had,” Lalonde explained to 
commission counsel Denis Gallant. 

The inquiry has heard similar tales about other pockets of the industry conspiring to 
inflate public contracts, while sharing the illegal profits with political parties, corrupt 
officials and the Mafia. 

Among the engineering firms, Lalonde described himself as a key player in a scheme that 
ran for roughly five years, between 2004 and mid-2009. He used the word “spokesman” 
to describe his role. 

The co-chair of the inquiry, Renaud Lachance, asked him: “When you say ‘spokesman,’ 
you’re basically saying, ‘collusion co-ordinator?’” 

Lalonde replied: “I call it spokesman in the name of the firms.”  

Each of the other firms had a representative that would take part in discussions about how 
contracts would be divided, Lalonde said. 

He said his city contact was Bernard Trepanier, a fundraiser for the Union Montreal party 
at the time. He said Trepanier had connections within the city’s executive body and 



would keep him abreast of upcoming contracts. He said he would make political 
donations to ensure the city selection committee gave him contracts. 

Lalonde estimated that his firm would give Union Montreal anywhere from $50,000 to 
$100,000 a year between 2005 and 2009. The scandal-plagued party recently lost power, 
following a series of defections. 

Lalonde said the first cash call came in 2004 when his firm paid Union Montreal 
$100,000, split into about a half-dozen payments. 

Lalonde testified that bigger firms would give double — about $200,000. 

 


