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Workers construct a power line tower as part of the Heartland Transmission Project along 
the Highway 216 and north of Baseline Road in October. Amber Bracken/Edmonton 
Sun/QMI Agency 

The latest attempt to squash the Heartland Transmission Project has been launched by a 
group of concerned citizens this week at the special chamber courts in Edmonton. 

The group, Responsible Electricity Transmission for Albertans (RETA), initiated a 
judicial review process on Tuesday, Jan. 15, arguing that the consent given by the Alberta 
minister of Infrastructure in December 2011 to approve the construction of the power line 
project was inadequate. 

“We think also the consent was unreasonable,” explained John Kristensen, RETA’s vice-
president technical. “If the judicial review is successful, we are requesting that the 
construction of the power lines in the Sherwood Park Greenbelt and Edmonton Greenbelt 



be halted and that the minister’s consent be quashed and his consent be considered null 
and void.” 

According to RETA, the judicial review is based upon a 1974 regulation that gives an 
Infrastructure minister authority to approve projects for the greenbelt land surface that are 
“compatible with the retention of the environment of the areas for agricultural purposes 
or the propagation of plant or animal life and do not have a detrimental or destructive 
effect on the land surface within the areas.” 

“There is a bunch of different versions of how the Sherwood Park Greenbelt got set aside, 
that is for certain, and we think our version of history is more accurate than the Alberta 
government and that is at the nub of the judicial review,” Kristensen explained. “Just the 
way the greenbelt, the restricted development area, was set aside in 1974.” 

The double circuit 500-kV Heartland line is slated to cost $600 million and will carry 
power from Wabamun to the Industrial Heartland along the east side of Highway 216 in 
the transportation utility corridor adjacent to Sherwood Park. 

RETA also argued at the judicial review that the Infrastructure minister was not the one 
to give the project his consent. 

“That consent is absolutely necessary, and he did it very flippantly,” Kristensen said. “He 
didn’t even make the decision himself back in 2011. He had one of his directors in the 
Infrastructure department make the decision and we can’t understand why that would be 
the case.” 

Sharon Lopatka, a spokesperson for Alberta Infrastructure, said that while she was unable 
to comment on the details of the case while it is being considered by the court system, the 
government is confident in its actions. 

“We are very confident that we followed the right process appropriately and we will be 
defending ourselves in court,” she said. 

While the Heartland power line project has experienced its share of opposition, Epcor 
spokesperson Tim LeRiche said the project will continue to move forward until further 
notice. 

“We will defend the project,” LeRiche said. “The Heartland Transmission Project was 
identified in provincial law. It was approved by the required regulatory process and it was 
recently, in late 2012, confirmed by the courts.” 

The project was approved in the fall of 2009 under Bill 50, The Electric Statues 
Amendment Act. 

On Wednesday, Jan. 16, RETA wrapped up its presentation for the judicial review, but 
Kristensen will not be expecting a response from courts any time soon. 



“It could be weeks, it could be months,” he explained. “The sooner, the better, because 
every day that goes by a new tower goes up. 

“We are very much in favor of burying these things, because we bury everything else. 
Sewer lines, gas lines, fiber optics, oil pipelines, you name it. Why don’t we bury this last 
utility, high-voltage power lines?” 
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