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Workers construct a power line tower as part of the Heartland Transmission Project along 
the Highway 216 and north of Baseline Road in October. Amber Bracken/Edmonton 
Sun/QMI Agency 

On Monday, two landowners lost their court battle against the Heartland Transmission 
Project when the Alberta Court of Appeals rejected their pleas. 

Karen Shaw, a Sturgeon County councillor, and her husband Stuart argued that the 
Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) should have considered the social and economic 
impacts of the project during its hearings in 2011. 

The AUC, however, could only select what route the line would take and if it would have 
an underground component. It could not examine social and economical impacts — 
something it typically does for such projects — as the Heartland power line, and three 
other power-related projects, were deemed critical infrastructure by the Alberta 



Legislature when it passed Bill 50, The Electric Statues Amendment Act, in November 
2009. 

The other projects are a substation near Calgary and two additional 500-kV power lines. 

Bill 50 was rescinded by the Legislature this past fall. 

“They closed the barn door, but three horses got out,” said Keith Wilson, who 
represented the Shaws in the appeal. 

He said he didn’t believe there was another avenue to try and fight the line and added that 
industrial companies and related organizations have been calling the Heartland 
Transmission project an overbuild. 

“To me, that just ends the debate right there. It’s still open for the government to be brave 
and look at this and say ‘You know what? I think something got out of hand here.’ ” 
Wilson said. “What the court decision confirms is that Bill 50... removed any requirement 
for there to be an assessment of the costs and benefits of the proposed line. They’ve 
removed cost from the decision making. If you just imagine any aspect of a life or 
business where you say to a decision maker ‘Don’t consider cost when you make your 
decisions,’ very huge things are going to be built and that’s what happened here.” 

Taking the Bill 50 projects into account, Wilson said “When you add the cost of those 
three lines together, that’s $4 billion that we are now committed to paying for which no 
infrastructure benefit will result according to the industries that were supposed to be the 
ones needing this, and according to our independent experts.” 

The Heartland Transmission Project is slated to cost more than $600 million to build. 

“To put this into perspective, the dispute with the doctors right now and the government 
is $489 million. The entire cost of twinning Highway 63 on an accelerated premium price 
basis is $1.2 billion,” Wilson said. 

He noted he had read an article earlier in the week that said consumers are likely to see an 
increase in the price of commercial goods as a result of industry potentially passing down 
the additional cost it will be charged on its power bills to help build the lines. 

According to Alberta Electric System Operator, industry pays 61 per cent of the utility 
costs in the province, while residences pick up 16 per cent. 

Strathcona County Mayor Linda Osinchuk, who also doubles as the chairperson for 
Alberta’s Industrial Heartland Association, said she was not surprised, but still 
disappointed with the court’s decision. 

“We also recognize that having power in that area is vital to a lot of our future 
investments, but not on the backs of the residents and the population base,” she said. 



“That’s why the fight was to bury the line when it’s near densely populated places. No 
one ever argued that the electricity isn’t necessary, (but) it’s important to have 
environmental assessment... for major infrastructure to be put in and that was not done.” 

Speaking on behalf of the county, Osinchuk said it isn’t worth using more taxpayer 
money to try to continue to battle the power line, whose towers are being erected in the 
transportation utility corridor (TUC) just west of Sherwood Park. 

“We fought this all we could,” she said. “When a situation impacts the residents, we’ll 
continue to fight if it comes down to that.” 

She added, “I think this will be a regretful decision on their part in the future.” 

Heartland power line history 

The Alberta Court of Appeals’ decision seemingly closes the door on the 500-kV 
Heartland Transmission Project, a story that evolved and endured some controversy since 
Bill 50 was approved three years ago. 

The line will carry electricity from Wabamun to the Industrial Heartland and will follow 
the TUC that encircles Edmonton. Specifically, it will run south of Edmonton and west of 
Sherwood Park, adjacent to the Anthony Henday ring road. 

Opponents of the project had pushed for a 20-kilometre section of the line past Sherwood 
Park to be buried, but the line’s builders, Epcor and AltaLink, argued that the cost of 
doing so would make the Heartland Transmission Project cost more than $1 billion to 
build. 

The AUC ultimately sided with Epcor and AltaLink and did not require that section of 
the line to be buried. Instead, monopoles will carry the lines along that section of the 
TUC that passes Sherwood Park, while lattice towers will be utilized elsewhere. 

Due to fears of negative health effects, Colchester School, which is within 200 metres of 
the power line’s route, will close after this school year before the project is operational. 
Students will be relocated to modular classrooms at Fultonvale Elementary-Junior High 
for the start of the 2013-2014 season. 

Shortly before the AUC was planning to issue its decision on the line and a potential 
underground option in October 2011, the province stepped in and asked the quasi-
governmental agency to freeze its progress on all three proposed 500-kV power lines, 
pending a provincial review of the lines. 

That same day, the government stated that a miscommunication had occurred from the 
Energy minister’s office and that the AUC’s role in the Heartland Transmission Project 
proceed uninterrupted. Two weeks later the AUC issued its decision to build the line past 
Sherwood Park and above ground. 


