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Nearly six years after the city of Riverside proposed running high-voltage power lines 
through what was then the unincorporated community of Jurupa to bring more power to 
Riverside residents, the project is set to go before the Riverside City Council for 
certification of its environmental impact report and final approval. 

A lot has changed since the Riverside Transmission Reliability Project was made public. 

For one thing, Jurupa is now the city of Jurupa Valley. 

Also, proposed routes for the project have been adjusted. Riverside has settled on a route 
that would run the lines along the Interstate 15 corridor at the far, western edge of Jurupa 
Valley. 

But one thing hasn’t changed: Jurupa Valley residents are infuriated that Riverside is 
determined to run the lines through their city, unleashing electromagnetic fields in the 
city and and impacting the aesthetics of the fledgling city, which is trying to boost its 
commercial and retail development. 

Jurupa Valley leaders are pushing to jam the Art Pick Council Chamber at Riverside City 
Hall for the 1 p.m. public hearing before the Riverside City Council on Dec. 18 City Hall 
is located at 3900 Main St. 

Originally, the public hearing was set for Nov. 27. That was changed to Dec. 18 on 
Thanksgiving eve. 

Councilman Verne Lauritzen doesn’t think the change will dampen Jurupa Valley’s 
residents’ desire to have their say before Riverside lawmakers and I agree with him. 

The Jurupa Valley folks have been fighting this fight for nearly six years and they remain 
as concerned and outraged as they did when the project was unveiled. 

And most everyone on both sides of the river agrees that the Dec. 18 meeting won’t be 
the end of the controversy. 

If the Riverside City Council approves the project — and I don’t think there’s anyone 
who doesn’t believe they will — litigation will almost certainly follow. 

So expect this drama to continue to unfold over the next several years. 


