
  

Alberta landowners lose fight against 
Heartland decision  
By Sheila Pratt, Edmonton Journal December 17, 2012   

EDMONTON - The three-year fight against the $610-million Heartland transmission line 
into Strathcona County hit a legal wall this week — though critics still say the line is not 
needed and its high cost will chase industry out of the region. 

The Alberta Court of Appeal on Monday rejected the case of two landowners who argued 
the Alberta Utilities Commission should have considered the economic and social impact 
in its evaluation of the proposed transmission line, not just the route selection. 

Those powers were taken away from the commission by the provincial government under 
the 2009 Electric Statues Amendment Act, also known as Bill 50, wrote Justice Marina 
Paperny. 

That act says “the government would assume sole responsibility for determining that the 
development is necessary and in the public interest. 

“It left to the commission only the second stage of the inquiry, to assess the proposed 
routing and siting of the line ...” 

St. Albert lawyer Keith Wilson argued the case on behalf of two rural residents, Stuart 
and Karen Shaw, who are opposed to the line as a massive overbuild. 

The loss at the appeal court confirms that $4-billion worth of new transmission lines were 
approved with no cost-benefit analysis, said Wilson. 

The AUC was not allowed to do such an analysis and the provincial government did not 
do a cost-benefit analysis before designating three new lines in Bill 50, he said. “It’s 
fiscally irresponsible. It’s very dangerous when you take any consideration of cost out of 
the system.” 

The upgrade to the electricity grid includes the Heartland line connecting a new 
substation at Gibbons-Redwater with a 500-kV line from south of Edmonton and two 
new north-south, 500-kV DC lines. A fourth line to Fort McMurray is in the works. 

Power companies argue the new transmission lines will only add a few dollars to monthly 
electricity bills. 



While that may be true for residential consumers, Wilson said he’s more concerned about 
the increase for industrial users, who pay 60 per cent of the transmission costs. 

Also, the court decision upholding Bill 50 comes just weeks after the Redford 
government reversed itself, abandoning Bill 50 and restoring to the AUC the powers to 
hold public-needs hearings and to consider social and economic impacts. 

City-owned Epcor, which is building the Heartland line to bring power from coal-fired 
plants on Wabamun Lake to Strathcona County in partnership with AltaLink, moved 
ahead with construction earlier this year. The line will be complete in September 2013. 

Sometime after that, the AUC will hold a hearing to determine how much consumer bills 
will go up to pay for the line and the two new north-south lines — a $1.5-billion eastern 
line to be built by Atco, and a $1.6-billion western line to be build by AltaLink. 

An Epcor spokesman could not say if there is a lineup of new customers waiting for 
power to come from the new line, but said the expansion will support general economic 
growth. 

Wildrose MLA Joe Anglin said he was “disappointed” but not surprised with the appeal 
court decision. He also said he’s still hopeful this “massive overbuilding” can be stopped. 

Anglin said he met recently with Energy Minister Ken Hughes to discuss lower cost 
alternatives, such as hydroelectric power. 

“We should build hydro in the north, and it can be used in the oilsands instead of burning 
natural gas to heat the oilsand. Then we can ship the hydro power south and close the old 
coal plants and reduce greenhouse gases,” said Anglin. 

The federal government wants to close coal-fired generating plants in Canada because of 
their high greenhouse gas emissions — though it recently extended the deadline for 
Alberta coal plants. 

Hughes has spoken publicly about the potential for hydro in the north, though it’s just at a 
discussion phase, said department spokesman Mike Deising, who confirmed the meeting 
between Anglin and the minister. 

Bill 50 proved controversial for the Conservatives in the April election, leading the 
Redford government to set it aside. 
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