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A new bill introduced in the Alberta Legislature is intended to ensure that all future 
transmission line projects require complete review and approval by the Alberta Utilities 
Commission (AUC), not the provincial cabinet.  
Bill 8, the Electric Utilities Amendment Act, 2012, is based on input from Albertans and 
a direct response to a key recommendation in the Critical Transmission Review 
Committee (CTRC) report, which the province accepted in February of this year.  
Local land rights representative Daryl Bennett is less than enthusiastic about the 
implications of the new amendment bill which was tabled in the legislature recently. 
Bennett, as a member of the board of directors of Action Surface Rights (ASR), fought 
against the previous Electric Statutes Amendment Act, known as Bill 50, which had 
prompted opposition from landowners across the province in the past. 
“The bill itself, Bill 8, I think it actually weakens public interest provisions,” said 
Bennett.  
“I know the surface-rights associations are very worried and consider Bill 8 to be another 
attack on property rights and it weakens the public interest criteria that were in place 
before.” 
ASR is an organization of landowners dedicated to helping fellow landowners understand 
and navigate the maze of government and industry processes when dealing with the 
energy sectors, whether it be oil/gas, transmission lines, or wind power in the province of 
Alberta. 
Under the Electric Statutes Amendment Act, 2009, the government approved the need for 
four critical transmission infrastructure projects. These included the Heartland 
transmission line, the Edmonton to Fort McMurray transmission lines, reinforcement 
lines between Edmonton and Calgary (north-south lines), and a Calgary substation. These 
projects will all continue as planned; however, all new projects will be subject to the 
AUC needs-assessment process. In its report, the CTRC reaffirmed the need for the 
north-south projects. The AUC process intends to provide the opportunity for public 
participation in the application process to help ensure decisions are in the best interest of 
Alberta. 
“We would like to see that the AUC actually has to go through a formal evaluation of 
what the public interest is,” said Bennett.  
Bennett said what happens now is that big companies such as AltaLink or ATCO have 
the funds necessary to represent the company’s interests with experts and lawyers 
whereas landowners are left to cover a lot of the costs in relation to public interest 



concerns. Many landowners do not show up to represent their interests because it is too 
expensive and a time-consuming process, according to Bennett. 
“We’re actually in the process right now where AltaLink is going to be putting that 
power line right through the M.D. of Taber,” said Bennett. 
Bennett noted that M.D. of Taber councillor Don Johnson met with AltaLink in Calgary 
regarding the Picture Butte to Etzikom Coulee transmission project to convince them not 
to run the line through potato land west of Barnwell.  
“Our information now is that line is going through the M.D. of Taber right through the 
potato belt and what happened is AltaLink manipulates the process, they don’t conduct 
proper consultations and they walk in front of the AUC and they say well ‘Here’s two or 
three routes, we don’t know which one’s best we’ll just let the AUC do it’. And then the 
landowners are faced with, it’s already been determined that there’s a need for that power 
line, it’s already been determined that its public interest even before they know where the 
routing is.” 
The project focused the attention of landowners over the past year after it was revealed 
by AltaLink that the preferred routing for the transmission line would transect a broad 
area of the M.D. of Taber. Bennett believes the process of securing public input is often 
flawed. 
“I would think that finding the needs assessment and the routing should be more co-
ordinated with the landowners because what happens now is they decide the need for a 
power line in Alberta two years before they even determine what the routing is going to 
be. Nobody shows up to oppose the need and when it finally goes through their land, that 
they’re on the route, they say ‘Oh well it’s not in the public interest, there’s not need for 
the line’. They’re told that hearing was held two years ago and nobody showed up of 
course because they didn’t know it was going on their land,” said Bennett. 
The Picture Butte to Etzikom Coulee transmission project would be a 240 kV double 
circuit transmission line approximately 66 to 80 kilometres in length. The estimated cost 
is approximately $160 to $250 million, which would amount to 16 to 25 cents on the 
typical residential utility bill. 
“Once the landowner knows the line is coming across their land its often too late for him 
to even bring the public interest up,” said Bennett. 
 


