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Ray Richards says his tree farm in Yacolt would suffer if the Bonneville Power 
Administration proceeds with its preferred route for a 79-mile, 500-kilovolt power 
transmission line between Castle Rock, Wash., and Troutdale. "It will limit what you can 
grow on (the land underneath), what equipment you can move under it," he says. And the 
required 150-foot-wide right-of-way "really will be more like 500 feet because of the 
effect on the tree farm," he adds. Rod Smith  
Ray Richards' 200-acre tree farm in northern Clark County will be sliced into two pieces 
if the Bonneville Power Administration builds high-voltage towers as planned in the area.  
 
"It was my parents' home for 40 years," Richards said of the farm, about five miles miles 
south of Yacolt. He lives in Vancouver, where he owns a printing and real estate 
business, but uses a house on the farm for an office and retreat.  
 
"The power line will de-value the acreage, cut its scenic value and put restrictions on it," 
said Richards. He stands to lose 27 acres of trees, considering the area beneath the towers 
and the removal of trees that might obstruct the lines, he said.  

Richards is one of 327 property owners who will see power towers arise within 500 feet 
of their property if the BPA builds a 79-mile-long, 500-kilovolt transmission line from 
Castle Rock, in Cowlitz County at the western base of Mount St. Helens, to Troutdale for 
its I-5 Corridor Reinforcement Project. The BPA's existing power line just west of 
Interstate 5 was built in the 1970s. Since then the area population has doubled, along with 
its need for power.  
 
This week the BPA said its preferred route for the new line -- the so-called "central 
alternative" -- affects the fewest possible property owners and is moderately priced at 
$459 million. The agency released a 2,000-page environmental impact study, after about 
a year's delay, and announced it'll take public comment on the study until March, with a 
decision to be made in 2014. Construction would begin in 2015 with completion in 2018.  
 
Three other possible routes remain under consideration. All cross the Columbia River at 
Camas.  
 
"You'd be hard-pressed to find any route that didn't have at least a handful of impacts on 
private lands," BPA spokesman Doug Johnson said this week. "We think the proposal 
strikes the right balance for what we have tried to do."  
 



Richards, who is vice chairman of A Better Way for BPA, a group opposing the preferred 
route, said the BPA should use its existing right-of-way instead of building a new line.  
 
But Johnson said that if the BPA simply upgraded its existing route, some 3,032 homes 
would be affected. "There is about a tenfold increase in the number of homes that will be 
within 500 feet of the line, and there are more wetland issues there, making it and make it 
more difficult for wetland permits to be obtained," he said.  
 
Terry Constance, chairman of another group of opponents, Another Way BPA, said his 
group had proposed a fifth alternative, a "grey line," that ran far to the east of the 
preferred alternative and had almost no impact on individual property owners.  
 
"The BPA is between a rock and hard place, and they are still going to cross at Camas, 
and that will be a huge impact for that community if you look at those towers," said 
Constance. "They will dwarf those houses. They are gigantic, and will be impactful."  
 
"We want power. There is no question about it," Constance said. "But we want the line 
built where people are not impacted."  
 
But the BPA rejected the "grey line" proposal out of hand, he said.  
 
Not so, said Johnson. The BPA did consider the "grey line" but found it was less 
attractive than the preferred route, he said.  
 
The environmental and financial consequences of the grey line outweigh the benefits, the 
BPA has said. It also doesn't eliminate the possibility of affecting any property owners.  
 
The proposed power line begins north of Castle Rock and runs across the Lewis River 
near Merwin Dam, continuing through land owned by Weyerhaeuser, Longview Timber, 
PacifiCorp and the Washington State Department of Natural Resources.   
 
The line runs east of Yacolt and Hockinson, snaking down to Camas and crossing the 
Columbia River to Troutdale. New substations will be built at Castle Rock and Troutdale.  
 
Where appropriate, the BPA plans to buy right-of-way for the power line at fair market 
value and will compensate property owners for any losses or damage due to construction 
or operation of the line, Johnson said. The land beneath the power line will remain in 
private ownership and can be used as long as it doesn't jeopardize the safe operation of 
the line.  
 
The BPA has set public drop-in sessions to present the plan between Dec. 4 and Dec. 15 
at Castle Rock, Amboy, Camas and Vancouver. Six formal public meetings will follow 
between Jan. 10 and Feb. 6 and the BPA will take public comment on the impact 
statement through March 1.  
 


