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The brother of disgraced former SNC-Lavalin executive Riadh Ben Aissa has filed a $5-
million lawsuit in Quebec Superior Court alleging the company caused him harm by 
using Ben Aissa as a "scapegoat" while protecting its interests in Libya in the face of 
political change. 

Rafik Benaissa, an American-based orthopedic surgeon, said the Canadian company's 
attack on his brother followed 27 years of supporting and funding his work with the 
regime of former leader Moammar Gadhafi. 

Ben Aissa, who sits in a Swiss jail, parted ways with the company in February over $56 
million of payments to overseas agents. 

"This is clearly one of the most serious discrimination cases in Canadian history, one 
where an Arab-Canadian is given hand cuffs and thrown in a foreign jail cell, while his 
supervisors are offered $5 million and a golden retirement plan," Benaissa's Tunisian-
based lawyer Hatem Kourda said in a news release. 

He said SNC-Lavalin's dismissal of Ben Aissa was a "disgraceful illegal manoeuvre to 
please the new regime in Libya." 

It also plunged the family into "great suffering and misery. 

"A billion dollars' worth of contracts were saved by the SNC Lavalin's board of trustees 
by betraying and destroying the very employee who brought them to that company with 
more than a quarter of a century of relentless work and dedication." 

SNC-Lavalin couldn't be immediately reached for comment about the lawsuit filed earlier 
this week. 

The lawyer said Ben Aissa is being detained without charges in harsh conditions 
normally applied to terrorist or dangerous criminals. He claims the detention violates the 
standards of international law. 

Benaissa said the detention is a "vendetta" born by Switzerland's years of turmoil with the 
North African country's former regime. 



In September, he filed a defamation lawsuit against the Montreal La Presse and the Globe 
and Mail over their coverage of the scandal. 

Two class-action lawsuits have also been filed by SNC-Lavalin investors. 

On the Toronto Stock Exchange, SNC's shares lost 88 cents or 2.11 per cent at $40.91 in 
afternoon trading Thursday. 

© The Canadian Press, 2012 
 

 


