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The debate continues on the necessity of new transmission lines for Alberta. 
The following is a letter responding to the article “Debate continues over Alberta transmission line” on Page 8 of the 
Sept. 19 edition of the Standard. 
There should be no debate over the need for the proposed electrical transmission lines until a needs assessment is 
completed. 

For reasons that we can only speculate the Redford government did not conduct a needs assessment but instead 
approved these lines in cabinet. 

Without this assessment there is no proof from the proponents of these lines that they are necessary. 

In fact the opposite is true as their points have been refuted with plenty of facts available to justify not building these 
lines. 

When AESO spokesperson Retzer talks about not being able to store electricity and bottlenecks between the point of 
supply and need, he confuses generation with transmission and furthers the case for local generation rather than long 
distance transmission. 

He then talks about the system not being upgraded since the 90’s but AESO published in 2010 a list of nine major 
upgrades to the electricity system that were completed in 2010. 

Secondly, the majority of electricity is consumed by industrial users which are located north of Edmonton not in 
Southern Alberta. These users, The Industrial Power Consumers Assoc of Ab {IPCAA}, wrote the government stating 
the AltaLink line was not needed, would lead to job losses because of the high cost and would drive them to produce 
their own power rather than pay the higher costs. This has already happened with some industrial users such as the pulp 
mill in Athabasca who during the last year installed their third turbine to produce electricity. 

So the fact that the biggest customers will not be using this line further speaks to the lack of necessity of these lines. 

A November 2009 University of Calgary Dept. of Engineering and Dept. of Economics study found that the Altalink 
HVDC transmission line was inefficient and uneconomic. 

The Utility Consumer Advocate( a government funded organization) whose job it is to represent consumers, 
commissioned a study that found that the data relied upon to approve and build an Alta Link HVDC transmission line 
was biased and misleading. The report recommended that the Utility consumer advocate argue against the approval and 
construction of the Alta Link HVDC transmission line. 

During the AUC hearing in Red Deer in July 2012 Trevor Cline a former engineer with AESO now retired, testified 
under oath that the WATL is not in the public interest and is an overbuild of our system. He further stated that we do 
not have excess generation in the North at this time and we now have gas generation in the South from the City of 
Calgary plant. 

Lastly the agreement is that taxpayers will pay Altalink to build these lines on a cost plus basis with Altalink retaining 
ownership after the build. What a sweetheart deal for the contractor and costly for us taxpayers. 

Us citizens must continue to press the Redford government to conduct a needs assessment hopefully before this project 
has wasted major taxpayer dollars. 

Ken Wall, Strathmore 


