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MONTREAL - The concrete has been poured and the colour scheme for the McGill 

University Health Centre has been chosen: green for cancer, red for research. 

But two years after construction began on the site of the former Glen Yards, 

investigators have detected something fishy in the way the $1.3-billion contract was 

awarded that could shake the MUHC’s very foundation. 

At 8 a.m. Tuesday, a dozen investigators from the province’s anti-corruption squad, 

known as the UPAC, descended on the MUHC’s administrative offices on Guy St., 

armed with search warrants and asking questions of potential “witnesses.” 

UPAC spokesperson Anne-Frédérick Laurence would say nothing more, only that the 

raid was part of a major investigation. 

But three hours later, the MUHC narrowed down the locus of the alleged wrongdoing to 

the awarding of the contract for the Glen site public-private partnership.  

“The MUHC is co-operating fully with investigators and has no further comments at this 

time,” a statement read.  

The MUHC is undertaking one of the largest public construction projects in Quebec 

history with the construction of the new hospital campus which will consolidate the Royal 

Victoria, Montreal Children’s and Montreal Chest Hospital on the Glen site west of 

downtown. 

The cost of the project has risen from $1 billion when it was first conceived in 2004 to 

$1.34 billion for the campus alone, and a total of $2.35 billion when the modernization of 

the Montreal General site is factored in. 

Suspicions have now been raised around the initial contract, however, awarded April 1, 

2010, to one of two consortia bidding on the project, to be carried out in partnership with 

the Quebec government. 

After a three-year process, the contract was given to the Groupe Immobilier Santé 

McGill, headed by Montreal-based SNC-Lavalin and a U.K. based firm called Inisfree 



Limited, which in turn have hired a number of architectural firms and construction 

companies.  

In 2007, one of the construction companies listed as part of the consortium was Simard-

Beaudry, owned by Antonio Accurso, which has since had its licence temporarily 

suspended by the Régie du bâtiment because of safety violations and federal tax-fraud 

convictions.  

Accurso himself was arrested in August, and charged with a variety of counts including 

fraud and tax evasion. 

SNC-Lavalin spokesperson Leslie Quinton explained Tuesday that Simard-Beaudry was 

one of the participants named in the request for proposals in 2007, but the contract was 

ultimately signed in 2010 with Louisbourg SBC, another one of Accurso’s companies, 

“for its scope of work, given its area of expertise.”  

“Although we have not been contacted specifically about today’s events, this matter 

does concern us and we will co-operate fully with any investigations by authorities,” 

Quinton added. “We are proud of this project and the high degree of quality with which it 

is being carried out by the hundreds of professionals involved.”  

The only other consortium to bid on the project was headed by a British firm, John Laing 

Investments, and a Spanish firm called Obrascon Huarte Lain, backed up by their own 

set of architects and contractors. Neither firm could be reached for comment Tuesday.  

André Dumais, an engineer who served as the auditor of the selection process, signed 

three reports concluding that the process for awarding the contract was transparent, 

rigorous and equitable.  

On Tuesday, despite the UPAC raids on the MUHC offices, he said he stood by those 

reports.  

“I verified all stages of the process and decisions were taken according to pre-

established criteria,” Dumais said. “After the fact you can have several hypotheses, that 

the UPAC was there, so something was not right. That Simard-Beaudry was part of the 

group so something’s up. But the selection process was very rigorous and that’s what is 

in the reports and my signature is at the bottom.”  

“I don’t know what may have gone on in a basement in Montreal between two parties,” 

Dumais added, “but it couldn’t have affected the process, because I was there.” 



News of the UPAC raid was the latest in a number of negative reports involving the 

MUHC. In July, a credit-raiding agency expressed “mounting concerns” the 

superhospital project was four months behind schedule, and would only be completed 

January 5, 2015.  

Then the MUHC announced it was withdrawing its plan to build a $30-million complex of 

outpatient clinics on Cedar Ave. beside the Montreal General Hospital, after it secretly 

acquired property there in contravention of its agreement with the city of Montreal to not 

expand its property lines.  

All this happened seven months after the MUHC’s executive director, Arthur Porter, 

resigned three months before the end of his mandate, apparently in response to 

concerns his outside business interests, including an infrastructure project in Sierra 

Leone, were taking up too much of his time. 

Calls to Porter from The Gazette were not returned Tuesday. 

SNC-Lavalin has had its fair share of scandals of late, as well. Though never targeted by 

the UPAC, in April its Montreal headquarters were raided by the RCMP, at the request of 

Swiss police who had arrested SNC-Lavalin’s former executive vice-president Riadh Ben 

Aissa on allegations of improper payments to agents in North Africa and ties to the 

Gadhafi family in Libya.  

Ben Aissa had resigned before his arrest, while CEO Pierre Duhaime chose to take early 

retirement after it was revealed he had allegedly approved the improper payments.  
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