
  
  

Four new schools opening in Edmonton   
By Andrea Sands, Edmonton Journal August 27, 2012   

EDMONTON - Provincial cabinet ministers toured Edmonton’s four newest schools 
Monday, saying the buildings set to open next week illustrate Premier Alison Redford’s 
commitment to community and families. 

Redford has been under “a lot of pressure” to cut infrastructure funding to balance the 
budget, Alberta Education Minister Jeff Johnson said Monday. 

“We’ve had a premier who, in spite of the opposition, has remained steadfast in her 
commitment to invest in families and to invest in communities, because that’s investing 
in Alberta’s future,” Johnson told politicians, school staff, students and media in the 
library at Bessie Nichols public school, which opens next week in The Hamptons 
neighbourhood in west Edmonton. 

Infrastructure Minister Wayne Drysdale called the new school “a prime example” of 
Redford’s commitment to families and community. 

“The premier understands that, in order to build an economic future, we need to keep 
building educational infrastructure, and that’s what we’re seeing here today,” Drysdale 
said. 

“In fact, this is one of 15 new schools in seven communities that we’re opening this 
school year, providing more than 13,000 Alberta students with state-of-the-art school 
facilities that are designed to inspire learning and growth.” 

Student Brittney Suckau, 13, said she looks forward to starting Grade 8 in the new 
building after last year attending nearby Sister Annata Brockman Catholic school, which 
was extremely full. 

“It’s spacious, which is nice,” she said. “The school I went to was really cramped.” 

Bessie Nichols, at 121 Hemingway Road in west Edmonton, is one of three Edmonton 
public schools opening Sept. 4 to serve students from kindergarten through Grade 9. 
Michael Strembitsky School is in Summerside in the deep southeast and Major General 
Griesbach is in the new north-central neighbourhood of Griesbach. 

Mother Margaret Mary is a Catholic high school opening next week, at 2010 Leger Road, 
in the city’s southwest. 



Each new school the province builds costs between $14 million and $24 million, 
Drysdale said. Building the schools as a bundle has allowed construction to finish sooner 
than with traditional building contracts and has saved taxpayers about $145 million, 
Drysdale said. 

“Right now there’s more than 80 projects in Alberta under construction or recently 
completed, and that’s created 24,000 new spaces for Alberta students, representing about 
$1 billion of investment into our families and communities, so this is an exciting time to 
be living in Alberta.” 

Redford and her team shouldn’t take credit for the 15 new schools originally announced 
when former premier Ed Stelmach was in charge, said Liberal education critic Kent Hehr. 

Hehr questioned whether the government will count those 15 schools as part of Redford’s 
election-campaign promise to build 50 new schools and upgrade 70 more. 

“Premier Redford clearly stated we’ll build 50 news schools. These are not new schools. 
These are schools that have already been paid for under the Stelmach regime and, in my 
view, it’s disingenuous to suggest that they’re not,” Hehr said. 

“They know full well this is not what they promised. They promised 50 new schools.” 

But Drysdale’s press secretary, Jeannie Smith, said: “No one has suggested these 15 
schools are part of the commitment made during the election campaign.” 

Nine Catholic Schools in Edmonton are expected to be over their building’s capacity this 
year, according to projected enrolment numbers for September. 

Edmonton Catholic school board chairwoman Debbie Engel thanked the government for 
its response to student growth during Monday’s tour of Edmonton’s new schools. 
Delegates visiting the schools included Mayor Stephen Mandel, city councillors Karen 
Leibovici and Bryan Anderson, provincial MLAs, school trustees, the superintendents for 
both Edmonton Catholic and public school districts and public school board chairman 
Dave Colburn. 

“It’s inspiring to think of the thousands of lives that this school will impact over the years 
to come,” Colburn said at Bessie Nichols school 

“Bessie Nichols is a welcome addition to this community and will be appreciated by 
everyone living in the surrounding neighbourhoods.” 

asands@edmontonjournal.com 

Twitter.com/Ansands 

© Copyright (c) The Edmonton Journal 


