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TORONTO — SNC-Lavalin shareholders suing the company over a missing $56-

million have been unable to serve the suit on the two executives at the centre of 

the scandal because one is in jail in Switzerland and the other can’t be found. 

Angry they were not informed the company could not account for tens of millions 

worth of payments to unknown agents, the shareholders filed a suit in May 

against SNC-Lavalin Group Inc. and several past and present executives. 

But the suit could not be served on the pair of former employees the company 

blames for the missing millions: Riadh Ben Aissa, who ran the construction 

division, and Stéphane Roy, who reported to him. 
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Mr. Ben Aissa could not be served because he is jailed in Switzerland, where he 

was arrested on allegations of corruption, bribery and money laundering in North 

Africa, according to a court document. 

 

Lawyers have been unable to locate Mr. Roy. They attempted to serve him at the 

SNC-Lavalin headquarters in Montreal and at two addresses in Quebec but with 

no success, leading a judge to rule that he “may be avoiding service” or not 

cooperating. 



As a result, the Ontario Superior Court of Justice ruled on Monday that the 

plaintiffs can resort to a “substituted service,” meaning the defendants do not 

have to be served in-person with the law suit as is normally required. 

Mr. Ben Aissa and Mr. Roy left the company in February after auditors were 

unable to account for $56-million in payments to mystery agents. The two were 

also responsible for awarding a contract last year to Cynthia Vanier. 

Ms. Vanier was contracted to travel to Libya during the civil war to conduct a 

fact-finding mission, but she has since been arrested for allegedly trying to 

smuggle dictator Col. Muammar Gaddafi son Saadi to Mexico. 

Ms. Vanier has denied the allegations. Her former security chief, Gary Peters, has 

said the two began working on moving Mr. Gaddafi to Mexico after trying 

unsuccessfully to get him to the Bahamas and Venezuela. 

“Any connection with the moving of Saadi Gaddafi and/or his family to any 

country would have occurred without our knowledge and without corporate 

authorization by those who may have been involved, and would have been 

outside of the scope of their authority,” Leslie Quinton, the SNC-Lavalin 

spokeswoman, said when asked whether the company was involved in the alleged 

Venezuela plot. 

At a shareholders’ meeting last month, Gwyn Morgan, chair of the Montreal-

based engineering giant, defended the company’s handling of the scandal, saying 

action had been taken promptly and police were investigating. 

He said “very senior employees” had acted on their own without the knowledge of 

the senior management or the board. The contract with Ms. Vanier was also 

“done without the knowledge of the board or even the management,” he said. 

The court ruling comes as the case against two other former SNC-Lavalin 

executives was scheduled for a preliminary hearing next year. Ramesh Shah and 

Mohammad Ismail are accused of offering payments to officials in Bangladesh. 

National Post 

sbell@nationalpost.com 

Posted in: Canada, News  Tags: Cynthia Vanier, SNC-Lavalin 
 


