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A worker inspects the section of the Ville Marie tunnel eastbound that collapsed on Monday August 1, 2011. 
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MONTREAL – Quebec’s transport ministry is gearing up for a multi-million dollar lawsuit 

against the consortium of engineers that oversaw repair work on a section of the Ville Marie 

Tunnel when it collapsed last July. 

Seeking at least $4 million in damages, the government claims faulty repair designs 

prepared by CIMA +, Dessau and SNC-Lavalin caused a massive section of the tunnel’s 

ceiling to come crashing onto the roadway. 

“People could have been seriously hurt when the tunnel collapsed, someone has to be held 

accountable for that,” said Caroline Larose, a spokesperson for Transport Quebec. “We’re 

still preparing the lawsuit because we want to present the courts with the best possible case 

we can.” 



A report by two independent engineering experts blamed the consortium for designing a 

temporary structure that was too weak to support the tunnel while repair work was being 

carried out. 

The lawsuit is expected to cover the cost of removing nearly 30 tonnes of debris from the 

Ville Marie Expressway as well as costs associated with the emergency shutdown of the 

road. Transport Quebec is working alongside the province’s Justice Ministry to finalize the 

litigation. 

The alleged faulty engineering work has not affected other government contracts won by 

SNC-Lavalin, Dessau and CIMA+. 

One of these is a $30-million contract for all the inspection, supervision, plans and estimates 

to maintain the existing structures of the crumbling Turcot Interchange until a new 

interchange is built. 

The Transport Department awarded the consortium the contract last October, and it will last 

until 2018. 

Larose said a committee of experts at the department chose the consortium because of the 

quality and expertise of its engineers. She said SNC-Lavalin, Dessau and CIMA+ were 

considered the best. 

Dessau is no stranger to collapsing structures. It was the firm responsible for inspecting the 

construction in 2000 of the Souvenir overpass in Laval. 

In June of that year, eight concrete beams toppled over and fell onto the highway, killing one 

man and injuring two others. 
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