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The city was given no advance warning of the 'brown outs' to reduce power consumption 
in Edmonton. 

 
The regulator, AESO told EPCOR to cut its share of 200 mega watts. 

 
Mayor Stephen Mandel went looking for answers on what happened Monday, where 
some 40 intersections lost traffic lights, and now has an explanation. 

 
"Legally they can only tell the police," said Mayor Mandel. " 

 
For what ever reason they (EPCOR) can't start putting out publicly where outages can 
happen. And so they moved as quick as they could given the challenge they faced for 
timing. Their timing wasn't the length of time the public had by things going out, it was 
much less than that and so then there's an obligation for them only to report to the police 
and work with the police to try to get as much info as they can." 

 
Problem is, police weren't given a heads up, and had to react. 

 
"Is there a good explanation?", fumed the mayor "I think there's the culpability on a 
whole bunch of people about and they're now looking at what happened and why it 
happened and I'm sure there's going to be lots of fingers pointed at a lot of people. But it 
happened everywhere and I don't think its good by any means but we'll have to wait 
through the post mortem and see what happened and why it happened." 

 
"Whether we need more power, I don't know? It would seem to me that's one of the 
indications."  
Police would have appreciated a heads up but say they reacted as best they could. Many 
of some 40 intersections weren't staffed with officers assigned to traffic point duty. 

 
"Any given day the police service gets challenges in terms of dealing with a variety of 
issues," said Deputy Chief Brian Simpson. "The phone rings and we have to deal with a 
power outage, a 911 call, a call for service, that's normal business for us. We adapt 
accordingly and priorize and go from there." 



 
A review is underway so a better response can happen next time.  
"From my understanding a lot of questions are being asked, and I'm sure the answers will 
come," said Simpson. 

 


