
Record high power demand leads to 
rolling power outages across Alberta 
Global Edmonton News     July 9 2012 

EDMONTON - Residents throughout Alberta were left without power on Monday, after 
the Alberta Electric System Operator imposed restrictions on how much power could be 
consumed across the province.  
 
According to the regulatory agency, skyrocketing temperatures have caused a record high 
demand for electricity in the province as Albertans turn on their fans and air conditioning 
units.  
 
In order to help reduce the load on the power grid, the AESO is asking Albertans to 
voluntarily reduce their use of power until 6:00 Monday night by turning off unnecessary 
lights, electronics and appliances, especially dishwashers and laundry machines.  
 
Closing blinds or drapes can also minimize the need for air conditioning.  
 
The outage is causing traffic lights to go out, and has left residents in communities 
throughout the province without fans or air conditioning to beat the heat.  
 
In Edmonton, EPCOR posted the following update on their Twitter account just before 
5:30pm.  

"Most power in Edmonton now restored. Thank you for your patience. Please continue to 

conserve power." 

Earlier in the afternoon, it used Twitter to announce rolling power outages.   
 
"EPCOR responding to provincial directive to curtail power use. Temporary outages will 
be rotated around Edmonton. More updates to come."  
 
According to EPCOR, the outages will last an hour or more. Critical infrastructure such 
as hospitals is not expected to be impacted.  
 
In Calgary, energy usage spiked to about 1609 megawatts on Monday. Normally, the city 
sees an average usage of 1500-1600 megawatts on a summer day.  
 
Enmax was been ordered to shed about 40 megawatts of power consumption.  
 
Hospitals were not be affected, and Enmax also tried to avoid areas like the Stampede 
grounds, the downtown core and industrial areas.  
 



AESO says six generators went down Monday morning at roughly the same time, for 
various technical reasons.  
 
It resulted in 200MW power taken off the grid, which is equivalent to 200,000 people’s 
consumption.  
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