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EDMONTON - With the city and region in the midst of a major heat wave, rolling 
blackouts have hit Edmonton, knocking out power in neighbourhoods across the city. 

Epcor spokesman Tim LeRiche confirmed the outages and said they are temporarily 
shutting off power in rotating areas of the city in response to a directive from the 
province to reduce power use. LeRiche said the directive came from the Alberta Electric 
System Operator.  

In a statement released late Monday afternoon, the company said its priority will be to 
maintain power for hospitals and emergency services. 

“Epcor will continue to work with the AESO to manage Alberta’s electricity 
consumption and support electrical needs for essential power services,” the statement 
says. 

Epcor hasn’t provided a schedule for the blackouts or an estimate for how long they’re 
expected to last.  

Journal readers have reported outages in the neighbourhoods of Parkallen, Ritchie, 
Avonmore, Hazeldean, Westmount, North Glenora, Groat Estates, Queen Alexandra and 
others. 

The AESO appealed to people to reduce power use as temperatures and demand 
skyrocket. “Higher than average temperatures have pushed the demand for electricity in 
Alberta to record highs and some generation is unable to supply energy to the grid,” the 
statement says. “The hot and humid weather has increased demand for electricity 
primarily because of the higher use of air conditioning and irrigation systems.” 

The use of air conditioning can be minimized by closing blinds, shades or drapes during 
the hottest hours of the day. Residents are also encouraged to turn off unnecessary lights 
and electrical appliances, and avoiding the use of dishwashers, washing machines and 
dryers.  

Rolling blackouts have also been reported in Calgary and Red Deer. 

Jennifer MacGowan, spokeswoman for Fortis Alberta, said their system is experiencing 
power outages. Pockets of customers are without power in Drayton Valley, Whitecourt, 
Medicine Hat, Lac La Biche and Taber. MacGowan has confirmed that the power 
outages are at the direction of the AESO and that Fortis was still waiting on word as to 
when the blackouts could be brought to an end.  


