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Calgary-based utility company Enmax says it's not responsible for notifiying the public 
about power blackouts. 

There was no prior notice on Monday when Alberta was hit by rolling blackouts after six 
power generators went down. 

In Edmonton and Calgary, Epcor and Enmax provided no notice of which areas were to 
be blacked out or who would be next. 

Enmax spokesman Ian Todd says public notifications are left up to the Alberta Electric 
System Operator (AESO). 

"They are the ones that are monitoring the power demand," he said. "They're like an air 
traffic controller so there is one voice communicating a consistent message. It's best that 
comes from the AESO." 

But the operator of Alberta's electricity grid rejects criticism that it should have let people 
know when and where power was cut earlier this week. 

The Alberta Electric System Operator told utilities to drop 200 megawatts of power, 
resulting in rolling blackouts. 

Doug Simpson, who speaks for the operator, says it's actually up to the local utilities to 
decide how to implement the power cuts. 

"Notification would be up to the wire owner, the ones doing the reduction in demand, 
they would be expected to manage their notifications as well," he said. 



Epcor says there wasn't time to communicate where the blackouts were happening. 

But in Lethbridge, the city kept citizens informed with regular updates as the blackouts 
moved around the southern Alberta community. 

Investigation expected 

AESO plans to review what happened on Monday but says it won't release the results of 
the investigation to the public because of Alberta's competitive electricity market. 

Alberta Energy Minister Ken Hughes told CBC News his department will also review the 
blackouts, and both energy critics of Alberta's NDP and Wildrose Party have called for an 
investigation — which they hope the government will make public. 

"The public will find out what happened to the extent that is possible within the 
agreements that are existing in the system today," said Hughes. "I will take a fresh look at 
this and see if there are ways in which we can ensure the maximum amount of 
transparency." 

No answers are expected for weeks from the several investigations underway, if not 
months. 

Wildrose utilities critic Joe Anglin said very limited information has been made available 
to the public about what mechanical issues caused the individual generators to shut off.  

He says AESO must release the findings in their investigation about the blackout so 
Albertans can be assured that consumers are protected. 

“Premier Alison Redford had promised a more open and transparent government, but 
right now it looks like the same old PC government keeping information of public 
interest behind closed doors,” Anglin said.  

“Given that there have been instances in the past where power consumers have been 
gouged by the system because of planned power shortages, Albertans deserve answers to 
clear the air." 

Anglin also criticized the government for not putting together a proactive strategy that 
would allow Alberta to utilize its abundance of natural gas for power generation. 

"Albertans would not have had to experience the rolling blackouts,” Anglin said. “The 
system would be more efficient, more stable and would cost Albertans a fraction of the 
billions of dollars the government is proposing to spend on unnecessary new transmission 
lines.” 

Alberta set a summer power usage record on July 9 at 9,885 megawatts, which broke the 
previous record set in 2011.  



The winter power consumption record is 10,609 megawatts, which was set in January 
2012 and broke the previous winter's record.  

Alberta sets a new consumption record almost every summer and every winter because 
there are more customers and companies in Alberta each year over the previous year. 

 


