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AUC decision on challenge to Heartland
Transmission Line project

May 15, 2012 

Strathcona County today expressed strong disappointment, following the Alberta Utilities

Commission’s (AUC) announcement that it will uphold its earlier decision to locate overhead

transmission lines in the East TUC route.

Strathcona County challenged that decision in November, arguing that the AUC misconstrued

evidence given by the Heartland project team itself that the underground route would be the

preferred option if the costs were the same as the above-ground option, and that the province’s

review of the other critical transmission infrastructure constituted new evidence and/or a change in

circumstances that could lead the AUC to vary its decision.

Strathcona County also argued that the AUC failed to give proper consideration to the impacts of

these high voltage overhead transmission lines on neighbouring residents and businesses and that

the AUC put too much weight on the cost associated with the underground option in determining

that it was not in the public interest.

“I want to assure our residents that we did everything in our power to represent the community’s

interests, and to bring the environmental and health considerations to the forefront,” says Mayor

Linda Osinchuk. “We had tremendous support in these efforts from community members, who took a

stand and got involved in a long and complex process. Unfortunately, the final decision was not

ours, but the AUC’s.”
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For more information, contact:

Office of the Mayor, 780-464-8000
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