
  
  
  

City’s clearing crews grapple with heavy, 
wet snow 
By Mariam Ibrahim, edmontonjournal.com April 5, 2012   

EDMONTON - A heavy mixture of rain and snow blanketed Edmonton Thursday 
morning as a spring storm snarled traffic and left sidewalks a slushy mess. 

While Environment Canada predicted up to 10 centimetres for the area, by late afternoon 
about 25 centimetres had fallen in the city and in Sherwood Park.  

St. Albert saw a whopping 30 centimetres, while Spruce Grove and Stony Plain saw 
about 20 centimetres of snow. 

“It’s probably going to be anywhere from 10 to 30 centimetres in areas around 
Edmonton,” said Environment Canada meteorologist Dan Kulak. 

By morning, the city had deployed 110 pieces of road equipment, focused on priority 
routes and intersections. Fifty sanding trucks had been working overnight to lessen the 
hazard for morning commuters. 

Sanding and plowing was scheduled to continue until 7 a.m. Friday to address an 
overnight freeze, city spokeswoman Laura McNabb said in a news release. Crews will 
also clear city-owned sidewalks, while residents and business owners are responsible for 
clearing their own sidewalks.  

Thursday’s messy morning commute kept police busy as they responded to 62 crashes 
from 6 a.m. to 10 a.m., mostly fender-benders, police spokesman Scott Pattison said. 

The snow had tapered off by mid-afternoon as the sun broke through the clouds and snow 
began to melt. But forecasted sub-zero temperatures overnight may mean treacherous 
conditions on roads and sidewalks Friday morning, Kulak said.  

Temperatures were expected to drop to -9 C overnight.  

“It probably will freeze,” Kulak said. “Whatever slush is on your driveway, it’s sure to be 
hard ice tomorrow morning.” 

But daytime highs are expected to return to normal by early next week, he said, so the ice 
and snow isn’t likely to be around for long.  



Power outages across the city kept Epcor crews busy, but by late morning all major 
circuits had been restored. About 30,000 customers were affected at the height of the 
outage, company spokesman Tim Le Riche said.  

Millennium Place in Sherwood Park shut its doors Thursday morning because of a snow-
related power outage, a notice on the Strathcona County website said.  

Overhanging tree branches strained and broke under the heavy snow and fell onto many 
roads, which contributed to traffic delays.  

The City of St. Albert was forced to suspend transit service within its limits because snow 
prevented buses from accessing neighbourhood roads, a statement on the city’s website 
says. Commuter service from St. Albert to Edmonton was still operating with significant 
delays.  

Canada Post says severe weather forced the cancellation of mail delivery to rural routes 
in Sherwood Park. Nearly 3,000 addresses were affected. Mail delivery was also 
cancelled to three rural routes — more than 800 addresses — in Thorsby, southwest of 
Edmonton.  

Mail in other Alberta areas could be delivered late as a result of strong winds and 
blowing snow.  

“To ensure our carriers are not impeded once delivery does resume, we request that 
homeowners and business owners clear the snow and ice from their sidewalks, walkways 
and stairs so our employees can deliver mail safely,” Canada Post spokesman John 
Caines said in a statement. 
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