
Ex-mayor in heated battle for Evans seat  

Anger over controversial issues could threaten Tory 
stronghold  

By Keith Gerein, Edmonton Journal April 10, 2012  
  
As a politician, Cathy Olesen is used to feeling pressure. 

These days, she's getting a big dose of it as the Progressive Conservative choice to 
continue the party's 15-year hold on a Sherwood Park seat that was recently vacated by 
much beloved MLA Iris Evans. 

Succeeding Evans as the PC nominee is tough on its own, but Olesen will also have to 
overcome determined opponents and a controversial track record dating back to her time 
as mayor of Strathcona County. 

As some observers have suggested, the vote in Sherwood Park could be seen as a 
referendum on Olesen, as well as on PC representation in general. 

Wildrose candidate Garnett Genuis said residents are angry about two local issues in 
particular: the slow progress of opening the Strathcona County Hospital, and a decision to 
build the Heartland transmission line above ground. 

Both controversies can be blamed on the Tories, and Olesen has shown little willingness 
to publicly challenge her party, he said. He noted the result of the last municipal election 
in 2010, when Olesen was defeated in the mayor's race in part because of a perceived 
failure to criticize the province on the hospital issue. 

"Questions about some aspects of her record are a factor," said Genuis, executive director 
of the advocacy group Responsible Electricity Transmission for Albertans. "People want 
someone who will stand up strongly for them." 

In response, Olesen defended her abilities as a Sherwood Park advocate, but said she can 
play that role most effectively as an MLA. Despite criticism of the hospital, Phase 1 
should be open sometime in 2013, after which the province has committed to 
immediately starting Phase 2, she said. "I need to be at the provincial table where 
hospitals are decided, built, and approved to protect our community. Municipally, there is 
little you can do." 

One of the wild cards in the race is independent James Ford, a longtime PC campaign 
volunteer and public relations specialist. He has run in past federal elections, coming 
close in 2008 to defeating Conservative Tim Uppal. His issues include balancing the 



budget, saving more resource revenue, and encouraging more Albertamade products. He 
has a different take on the hospital: He's not sure Sherwood Park really needs one. 

Liberal candidate Dave Anderson, a Strathcona County bus driver, said he is advocating 
for improvements for the seniors, children and families he sees on his route every day. 
Alberta Party candidate Chris Kuchmak, a teacher, is telling residents his party is the best 
choice for citizen engagement. The NDP candidate is Lyndsay Pinder, an administrative 
assistant in the party's central office, but she could not be reached for comment. 
Rounding out the nominees in Sherwood Park is the Social Credit party's Gordon Barrett, 
a former school trustee who has run in a number of past elections. 
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SHERWOOD PARK 

Held by: Progressive Conservatives 

Incumbent: Iris Evans (Not seeking re-election) 

Population: 39,849 

Eligible voters in 2008: 28,349 

Voter turnout in 2008: 52.1% 

2008 election results: Iris Evans PC 9,312; Katharine Hay NDP 904; Rick Hoines GRN 
689; Louise Rogers LIB 3,843 

THE CANDIDATES 

Dave Anderson, Liberal 

Age: 35 

Occupation: Transit operator 

Reason for running: "I believe that it is time to put someone into government who is not a 
lifelong bureaucrat or that has been spoon-fed a lifetime of political swing. It's time for 
the residents of Sherwood Park to have someone that they can count on. - It's time to put 
words into actions, and see what hard work, honesty and integrity can do." 

Top three priorities: Make sure Strathcona County has a fully functional hospital with a 
fully staffed medical team capable of delivering top quality medical treatment; On 
seniors, keep couples together, double funding for in-home care, create more long-term 
care beds run by non-profit agencies and make sure every senior has access to a physician 
and wellness team; Eliminate school fees and properly fund the education system to keep 



classroom sizes to reasonable levels, make specialneeds students a priority and provide 
funding for registered apprenticeship programs for high school students. 

Website: Daveforsherwoodpark. ca 

James Ford, Independent 

Age: 71 

Occupation: Public relations, weekly newspaper publisher 

Reason for running: "My goal is to be the best messenger ever, to answer every inquiry, 
to bring back valuable constituency information, to focus on representing what's best for 
our constituency in shared programs and initiatives and to speak on issues that matter for 
our constituency and our province without fear of partisan politics." 

Top three priorities: Ensure the county comes first; Demand fiscal restraint and find ways 
to budget without relying primarily on natural resources; "To simply be a province and a 
region that provides for raw resources and few finished products is unrewarding to the 
delivery of job and business opportunity growth for our children and their children. We 
need to create masters of industry and sought-after product and service." 

Garnett Genuis, Wildrose 

Age: 25 

Occupation: Executive Director of Responsible Electricity Transmission for Albertans 

Reason for running: "Alberta has never been afraid of change, or of new ideas. We need a 
government that adopts the best ideas instead of just 'drifting along.'" 

Top three priorities: Stop the Heartland Transmission Line and support a redesign of 
Alberta's electricity transmission and pricing system; Make Alberta's public health-care 
system the most efficient and effective in the world; Focus government spending on core 
priorities - education, health care, and social services - and eliminate wasteful programs 
like carbon capture and storage. 

Website: garnettgenuis.ca 

Chris Kuchmak, Alberta Party 

Age: 28 

Occupation: Teacher 



Reason for running: "The voters of Sherwood Park deserve a choice on the ballot that is 
focused on community and a party that wants citizens to be involved." 

Top three priorities: Work with community members and leaders to give the citizens of 
Sherwood Park a voice in the government; Work with all stakeholders in the environment 
and industry sectors to be sure development is balanced with proper protections for 
nature; Provide adequate funding for school programs as well as school refits and, where 
needed, provide replacement schools. 

Cathy Olesen, Progressive Conservative 

Age: 51 

Occupation: Management consultant 

Reason for running: "I have served Sherwood Park for 15 years in municipal government, 
including six years as mayor, to make our community the best it can be. I have raised my 
family here and love our community and the quality of life we enjoy. I am proud of the 
facilities and services we have been able to put in place, and I look forward to being able 
to ensure we continue to put in place the quality infrastructure and services critical to a 
continuing high quality of life and strong employment opportunities in Sherwood Park 
and all Alberta." 

Top three priorities: Ensure completion of the Sherwood Park Hospital; The final leg of 
the Anthony Henday and associated interchanges on Highway 16; A strong economy is 
critical to fund the high quality public health care, education and infrastructure Albertans 
deserve. 

Website: olesen.votepc.ca 

Lyndsay Pinder, NDP Did not complete survey. 

 


