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RESIDENTS affected by TransGrid’s Stroud to Lansdowne project, which will see high 
voltage powerlines constructed in the Manning Valley, have continued to raise concerns, 
fearing the project will negatively impact on their lifestyle and the environment.  

Lauren James and Greg Newell own Linga Longa farm which farms cattle and sells beef 
online. They also run a bed and breakfast on their property.  

Although they are aware TransGrid will compensate for the land in the easement, they 
are worried about the potential loss of business to their bed and breakfast. They feel their 
visitors would not like to stay in an environment with large, unsightly high voltage 
powerlines.  

TransGrid said if a transmission line crosses private property compensation will be paid 
to the landowner under the Land Acquisition (Just Terms Compensation) Act 1991. 
TransGrid pays compensation for the acquisition of an ‘easement’ (right of way) and the 
title remains in the name of the landholder.  

“The amount of compensation paid to the landowner is determined after an assessment 
determines the affect of the transmission line, supporting structures and access tracks on 
the value of the property,” a spokesperson for TransGrid said. 

“TransGrid will commence these assessments and negotiations with landholders once the 
route of the transmission line is firmly established.” 

TransGrid has also offered to paint the power poles green to blend in with the 
environment.  

TransGrid’s spokesperson said the environmental assessment for the project will include 
a detailed visual assessment which will also be placed on public display with the detailed 
Environmental Impact Statement for comment. 

TransGrid has specifications for the minimal proximity high voltage powerlines can be 
placed to houses. When Lauren asked TransGrid if the high voltage electricity has any 
effect on the health of cattle, it noted there haven’t been any studies to confirm or deny 
possible negative health effects in animals. 

“You can’t stop cattle from walking underneath the powerlines in a paddock. I’m worried 
about the impacts on the cattle’s heath and fertility,” she said. 

 


