
  
  

Alberta Party accuses Redford of 
breaking vows  

Premier's leadership will be a key election issue, Taylor 
says  

By Sheila Pratt, Edmonton Journal March 23, 2012  

A growing distrust of Alison Redford's leadership, especially on health care, will be a key 
election issue, says Alberta Party Leader Glenn Taylor, who released his party platform 
Thursday. 

Albertans want politicians to keep promises, but Redford's habit is to "hand off with half 
measures," said the former Hinton mayor, who is running in West Yellowhead. 

For instance, Redford promised a public inquiry into intimidation of doctors but instead 
inquired into queue jumping, an issue already dealt with by Alberta Health Services. 

Redford promised a review of contentious north-south transmission lines and then set up 
a panel that recommended the status quo, he added. 

"The average Albertan cares more about the broken promises on seniors care and access 
to primary care," said Taylor, noting that Health Minister Fred Horne was booed at a 
recent forum in Edmonton. 

"There's considerable angst about what will happen to seniors forced into privately run 
designated assisted living with lower levels of care," he said. 

For that reason, the Alberta Party promises a moratorium on the conversion of continuing 
care facilities into designated assisted living facilities that are most costly for residents 
"until a comprehensive seniors' housing plan has been developed and implemented." 

The fledgling party also calls for a three-year tax break for startup business to broaden 
the province's economic base, creation of a venture capital innovation fund and a new 
initiative to work with the energy industry to devise better environmental standards. 

It also wants all-day kindergarten and a strategy to reduce the high school dropout rate. 

The Alberta Party wants to reform campaign finance rules "to reduce the influence of 
money in politics." 



"We're concerned there's too much influence from large donations from corporations, 
unions or wealthy individuals," said Taylor, noting that federally, corporate and union 
donations are banned. 

The federal Conservative government limited donations to just over $1,000 per donor, he 
noted, adding the party would look at that model. 

Alberta has the highest allowable campaign donations, up to $30,000, and no limits on 
spending. 

Municipalities would win big under the platform. It calls for Alberta to leave property 
taxes exclusively to municipalities. The province now takes about half of property taxes 
collected to fund education. 

The Alberta Party would "gradually shift education funding from the property tax system 
so that municipalities can have exclusive access to their property tax base," said Taylor. 

As well, the party would seek other revenue sources for municipalities so they don't have 
to rely so heavily on property taxes that do not keep up with growth costs. 

Big-city charters for Edmonton and Calgary would be a top priority as would a new 
strategy to find the right mix of resources for mid-size cities. 

Redford's government also habitually ignores the public even when it does consult, 
Taylor said, and it has done little with the Water for Life Strategy. 

spratt@edmontonjournal.com 

 


