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Hugh MacDonald, MLA for Edmonton-Gold-Bar, announces on May 18, 2011, that 
he will run for the leadership of the Alberta Liberal party. 

Like the man himself, there was something delightfully odd about Hugh MacDonald's 
news conference on Wednesday afternoon to announce he is running for leadership of the 
Alberta Liberal party. 

MacDonald made his announcement on a sidewalk in downtown Edmonton -so he could 
have the street sign "MacDONALD DRIVE" behind him as a prop ("We'll need lots of 
drive to rebuild the Liberal party.") 

It was an unabashedly cheesy photo-op. Not that there were many news cameras to 
capture it. One TV camera and five reporters turned up along with two dozen supporters, 
many of them holding red-andwhite "Hugh MacDonald" placards that seemed to be 
cutouts from old election campaign signs. 

This is not a campaign with much money. MacDonald says he has so far raised $12,000. 
That probably couldn't have paid for the wine and canapés at the glitzy space-shuttle 
launch of Gary Mar's campaign for leadership of the Conservatives in March. 

Like the man himself, MacDonald's campaign will be frugal, hardworking, inventive -and 
largely overlooked. 

The only leadership race that will garner less attention than the Liberal contest will be the 
race for leadership of the Alberta Party which, in case you didn't notice, is currently 
underway. The only race that will capture much attention over the summer will be the 
Conservatives'. 

On Wednesday, MacDonald was also competing for attention with a federal cabinet 
shuffle and the ongoing crisis in Slave Lake. 

And by holding his news conference outdoors MacDonald had to compete against the 
roar of traffic and a steadily increasing swarm of mosquitoes that had happily settled in 
for lunch. 



Undaunted, MacDonald talked about his 14 years in politics and how, if he were ever to 
become premier, of "governing from the centre for the benefit of the largest possible 
number of people while protecting the rights of all." 

He blamed departing leader David Swann for putting the party into "hibernation" and 
rejected Swann's assertion that Albertans are allergic to the name "Liberal." 

MacDonald is unapologetically and proudly Liberal, something that, depending on your 
perspective of Alberta politics, makes him noble or politically suicidal or perhaps just 
quixotic. After 14 years dealing with the Conservative government, Mac-Donald knows a 
thing or two about tilting at windmills. 

And he knows a thing or two about politics, which is why you have to wonder if his 
modest campaign has more to do with getting re-elected in Edmonton-Gold Bar than 
winning the Liberal leadership. 

Alberta Liberals are in serious trouble, ignored by the public and under attack from every 
party that wants to be the new official Opposition. There is no such thing as a safe Liberal 
riding and, even though MacDonald is one of the most effective voices in opposition, 
there was talk in the party earlier this year that things were so bad that even a stalwart 
like Mac-Donald was in danger of losing his seat next election. 

By running for leadership, MacDonald has a better chance of keeping his name in the 
news. Not a lot better chance, but better than the majority of politicians who will 
disappear into the summer haze and who, if there's no fall sitting, won't re-emerge in the 
public consciousness until the next election. 

Even Conservatives running for leadership are having to fight for attention. There are six 
in the race with another two or three expected to join this month or next -and they are all 
looking for ways to set themselves apart from the pack and get themselves in the 
newspaper and on the television. 

That's why former cabinet minister Ted Morton announced this week the surprising news 
that he is questioning his own government over Bill 50, the Electric Statutes Amendment 
Act, that gives cabinet the power to decree billions of dollars worth of power lines with 
little or no public input. 

"While I have never doubted the need for additional transmission capacity, I have never 
been persuaded of the need for two DC lines between Edmonton and Calgary," said 
Morton. "I was not persuaded as a private member. I was not persuaded as a cabinet 
minister, and I am still not persuaded today." 

Morton's attack opens him up to charges of hypocrisy -that he supported Bill 50 while in 
cabinet and is now campaigning against it to curry favour with rural voters upset with the 
bill, voters who are most likely to support his leadership campaign. 



It's a complicated issue for Morton who is often thought of as the author of Bill 50 while 
he was in cabinet. He wasn't. Bill 50 was introduced by Mel Knight who was energy 
minister in 2009. As sustainable resources minister at the time, Morton brought in the 
related piece of legislation -Bill 36: The Alberta Land Stewardship Act -that has been 
criticized by rural voters as an infringement of property rights. 

The two bills have been muddled together in a very effective campaign by the Wildrose 
Alliance that accuses the government -and in particular Morton -of undermining the basic 
rights of Albertans. 

Morton now finds himself in the politically awkward position of campaigning against his 
own government on a bill that many Albertans have been led to believe he introduced in 
the first place. 

At least he's managing to get his name in the news. 
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