
Docs prove plan to export energy to U.S., 
says opposition  
By Tanara McLean ,Edmonton Sun  

First posted: Tuesday, May 17, 2011 5:48:52 MDT PM  

An unearthed U.S government document is being hailed by some as proof the Alberta 
Government is building a $14-billion dollar powerline to export energy south of the 
border. 

A 2003 document popped up on wikileaks recently, an apparent post-mortem of a 
conversation between then Energy Minister Murray Smith, and U.S. ambassador to 
Canada, Paul Cellucci. 

Click here to read the document 

The clause in question talks about Alberta's need for more electricity generation to cope 
with oilsand project demands, saying more powerlines for this purpose could: "Over time 
make significant new electricity exports available to the United States." 

The item does go on to say that: "at least for now there is limited capacity to move this 
west and then south through British Columbia and on to our Pacific Northwest," hinting 
at a lack of infrastructure. 

Fast forward to 2009, and Bill 50 is introduced in the Alberta Legislature. 

The bill, now known as the Energy Statutes Amendment Act, 2009, gives the government 
the sole ability to approve "critical new electricity transmission infrastructure," without 
any outside approval process. 

Shortly after the 2003 document was penned, Smith announced Albertans would bear the 
entire cost of new transmission lines between Fort McMurray and Calgary. 

Bill 50 will see powerlines built between Fort McMurray, Edmonton and Calgary. 
Alberta power consumers will also bear the cost for this project.  Throughout debate in 
the legislature, the Alberta government has maintained the lines are necessary to keep 
adequate power flowing through Alberta homes and businesses. 

Opposition parties are crying foul however, saying these lines are a taxpayer funded 
money maker for power companies. 



"As long ago as seven or eight years ago, the provincial government was actively 
pressing American interest in export of electricity from Alberta to the United States," 
says NDP leader Brian Mason. 

Mason also pointed to a Trans Canada document dating back to July 2009, that outlines 
the process of building a $2.2-billion Northernlights transmission line from Edmonton to 
northern Oregon to create a "bi-directional intertie between Alberta and the Pacific 
Northwest." 

The document says the line would take six years to permit and build, and would be 
operational in 2016.  However, the project was shelved and no progress has been made 
on it. 

Mason says these documents are "significant evidence" but "not a smoking gun; it's not 
the ultimate proof of what we believe and what others believe.  But the government has 
not provided alternate explanation that makes any sense." 
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