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Heartland Electricity Transmission Project  
Mr. Quest: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. One of the proposed routes for the Heartland transmission line runs through the 
east TUC and through my constituency. Many of my constituents are very concerned about this 500-kV line being so 
close in proximity to homes and a nearby school and are strongly advocating putting this line underground. My first 
question is to the Minister of Energy. I understand that the cost of underground is generally higher, but what’s being 
done to ensure that an accurate estimate for at least a portion of this line being buried will be considered?  
Mr. Liepert: Well, first, Mr. Speaker, I think it’s important to note in the Assembly that the Alberta Utilities 
Commission, which is an independent, quasi-judicial body, will begin its hearing into this particular line in just over a 
month. We need to ensure that no comments are made that are going to be perceived as trying to influence that 
decision. But there have been a number of studies done over the past year, and I’m sure that those will be presented 
during the hearing. It will be up to the commission to make its decision relative to the siting of the line.  
The Speaker: The hon. member.  
Mr. Quest: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My first supplemental to the same minister: what can you tell my constituents to 
reassure them that environmental and health concerns will be thoroughly considered during that process?  
Mr. Liepert: Mr. Speaker, Health Canada assesses and monitors health and safety risks that are associated with 
radiation-emitting devices – that includes power lines, cellular telephones – and ensures that Canadians are protected 
under our laws. I know that on the website of Health Canada it states that there is research that has shown that these 
electronic currents are not associated with any known health risks. That being said, the commission is obligated during 
the hearing process that if there’s any evidence to the contrary that may be presented.  
The Speaker: The hon. member.  
Mr. Quest: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My final question, again to the same minister: what assurances can the minister 
give that all possible routes and technologies will be given fair consideration? Minister, I’ve heard today that the TFO 
crews may already be working in the TUC.  
Mr. Liepert: Well, Mr. Speaker, I think we need to be clear on the very last comment made by the member. There is 
some soil testing going on both in this particular route and the alternate route. That’s part of the pre-engineering work 
that’s needed to ensure that they have adequate information relative to costing and should in no way be construed that 
the project will be approved. In fact, the AUC, just to be clear, can either approve the application, approve it with 
conditions, or deny it. So let’s let the hearing take place, and the decision will be rendered.  

 


