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News Release  
 

Mother-of-All Power Line Meetings 
 
(Edmonton) November 26, 2009. The Mother-of-All Power Line Meetings held in 
Rexall Place November 24 was a huge success in drawing attention to the level 
of concern by Capital Region residents over the proposed above ground 500kV 
double-circuit Heartland Transmission Line.  
 
Based on the number of programs handed out at the doors, 3,500 to 4,000 
people attended the meeting organized by RETA (Responsible Electricity 
Transmission for Albertans).  “We’re delighted with the turnout. This is more than 
twice as many people as at any of our other town hall meetings”, said Bruce 
Johnson, President of RETA.  “We also asked people to fill out ‘ballots’ to vote on 
a handful of questions”, continued Johnson.  “3,048 votes were cast and 99.3% 
of people said they wanted the lines buried and 98.6% said they would support a 
government that buried the lines.”  (The full results are attached.) 
 
Johnson provided an update on the progress to date in getting the Heartland Line 
buried, indicating that it would cost the average Alberta household less than an 
extra 50 cents per month to bury the Heartland Line.  
 
Johnson took issue with the Alberta Energy Minister who has stated publicly that 
only those people who live near the proposed line and want it buried should pay 
the extra capital costs. “That’s like saying only sick people should pay for 
hospitals, only people with kids should pay for schools, or only people with cars 
should pay for roads”, said Johnson. “That’s just ridiculous. It’s not how society 
works. If you want to make a case for one group to pay for the cost of 
undergrounding you could make a case for the people who generate the power 
and profit from it, or you could make a case for the people who need the power 
and consume it, but you certainly can’t make a case for the poor hapless souls 
who are simply unlucky enough to have these things run by their homes and 
schools. They’re just trying to protect their children. Why would you penalize 
them?” 
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June McNeil, VP West TUC, highlighted results of the Leger Marketing public 
opinion survey recently commissioned by RETA, which clearly indicates that 
Albertans, right across the province, are concerned about the health, aesthetic 
and property value impacts of above ground power lines, and are willing to pay 
up to $3.55 more per month to get above ground power lines buried.  
 
Guest speaker Dr. Magda Havas of Trent University in Ontario indicated that 
there would probably be an increase in the number of childhood leukemia and 
adult cancer cases, and more people would also contract a variety of other 
diseases and health problems if the Heartland Line is not buried. She 
emphatically indicated that overhead high voltage power lines not be placed near 
schools because young children’s immune systems are not sufficiently developed 
to protect them from a number of health problems, in particular leukemia.  
 
Brian Gettel, an accredited appraiser, told the crowd that it has been a well 
known fact for decades that overhead high voltage power lines decrease 
property values. Much of the reason for this decrease is attributed to the health 
concerns by residents and those shopping for a new home. He also indicated 
that the courts have established the precedent that residents’ fears alone are 
sufficient to warrant the awarding of damages to claimants. 
 
The Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO) and the Heartland Project Team 
indicated that so far their underground feasibility study hasn’t shown any 
technical reason why the lines can’t be buried, and that if the final results which 
will be released in January are consistent with this then they would include an 
underground option as part of their facility application to the Alberta Utilities 
Commission (AUC).  
 
RETA successfully raised close to $86,000 to help cover the costs of the meeting 
and the cost of the Leger Marketing research study, the results of which were 
announced at the meeting. Donations came from meeting attendees, individual 
residents who live along the four potential Heartland Line routes, sponsors and 
the Counties of Sturgeon, Parkland and Strathcona. RETA will continue to raise 
funds in order to help prepare to represent its nearly 5,000 members for the AUC 
public hearings on the Heartland Project later next year.  
 
The prize draw, a 7-night stay for 2 adults and up to 2 guests in one of over 
3,500 available resorts, compliments of PPL Legal Care of Canada Corporation, 
was won by Greg Campbell of Edmonton. 
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For more information or questions see www.RETA.ca or contact: 
John Kristensen 
VP Technical, RETA                       
780-467-1432 (home)     780-722-9866 (cell) 


