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Huge
power lines…

…huge risks.

to the health & safety
of your family.

to our
environment.

to the investment
in your home.

Mother-of-all Power Line Meetings
Tuesday, November 24,

7 pm
Rexall Place

YOU MUST ATTEND.
YOUR SILENCE

IS YOUR CONSENT.
Go to www.reta.ca

and confirm your attendance now.



the  issue
The Alberta Electric System Operator
(AESO), AltaLink and EPCOR are seeking
approval to develop a new 500 kV power-
line to provide power for the Industrial
Heartland near Fort Saskatchewan area.
There are four potential routes for this line.

1. West Transportation Utility Corridor (TUC) along Anthony Henday in west
Edmonton and southeast St. Albert, (yellow route below).

2. East Transportation Utility Corridor (TUC) through west Strathcona County, south
Edmonton and Ellerslie, (green route below).

3. Far western route through the Counties of Sturgeon and Parkland, just east of Spruce
Grove, (blue route below).

4. Far eastern route through south Edmonton, Ellerslie, and Strathcona County east of
Sherwood Park and Ardrossan, including 40 rural subdivisions. (pink route below).

You need
to attend
this
meeting
if…
…You are
concerned
about health,
safety,
property
value,
environmental
and aesthetic
effects of
power lines.

…You live
along one
of the four
potential
routes for
the Heartland
line. These 500 kV power lines are not like any you’ve seen before and

would be the first to be built in Alberta.  They are enormous – as are the
risks involved with running them by schools, homes, daycare centres,
hospitals and environmentally sensitive areas.

What RETA wants:  RETA is asking for the proposed lines to be
buried. RETA is not a NIMBY organization – simply putting these lines
above ground in someone else’s back yard is not an acceptable solution. 

the  power lines



WHAT
CAN
YOU
DO?

the  risks
…to the health of your family
Studies have shown conclusive links between EMF
(Electromagnetic Fields) and the following health risks:

…to your safety
High voltage lines can:
• act as lightning rods as well as accelerate corrosion in
pipelines below causing catastrophic failures.

• fall over in extreme weather, (ice storms, tornadoes)
• deliver a fatal shock through metal objects below

…to the environment
High voltage lines:
• kill millions of migratory birds in North America
• compromise our water ecosystems
• EMF lines concentrate pollutants through the corona effect
• are a blight on the landscape

…to the investment in your home
Property values in the affected areas 
• are estimated to drop 15% to 40%

Attend
the

Public
Meeting

Nov. 24
7:00 p.m.

Rexall
Place

Go to
www.reta.ca
to register

for meeting.

This is what you’ve maybe seen on
the Anthony Henday Freeway.
They are 240 kV which are 108 ft high
and 125 ft. high.
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the

Public
Meeting

Nov. 24
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Rexall
Place

This i s  the
mother-of-al l
powerl ines
they ’re
proposing.
It ’s  a
booming
200 ft .  high
and has
nev er been
done in
Alberta!

• Childhood Leukemia
Studies show powerlines may
cause the risk of leukemia in
children under 4 to increase
from 6 in 100,000 to as much
as 30 in 100,000

• Alzheimer’s
• Breast Cancer
• Brain Tumors
• Miscarriage
• Non-Hodgkin’s
Lymphoma



Make this the largest public
power line meeting in Canada ever!

the 
myths
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How much
risk is
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to you?
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MYTH: No one has found evidence of serious health effects associated
with high voltage power lines.

FALSE. There are hundreds of studies that show strong correlations
between high voltage power lines and childhood leukemia, Alzheimer’s,
brain tumors, miscarriage, etc. Power companies refute these studies for a
number of reasons. However there is no denying that there are irrefutable
links.

MYTH: Health Canada says there are no serious health effects caused
by high voltage power lines.

FALSE. Health Canada says there is no conclusive evidence and they state
that more studies are required in order to draw firm conclusions. Health
scientists have called Health Canada out-of-touch.

MYTH: 500KV power lines cannot be run underground.

FALSE. Very high voltage power lines have been safely built and operated
in Denmark, Japan and China with little or no maintenance required.

MYTH: Putting power lines underground doesn’t help.

FALSE. RETA has studies that show EMF is dramatically reduced by
proper underground installation. There are even methods which can be
used that will drop the EMF to virtually zero immediately on top of the
lines.

MYTH: Even if lines could be put underground, it is too costly.

FALSE. The initial capital costs may be somewhat higher, but there is data
indicating that operating costs are reduced over the lifetime of the project
(due to lower line losses and maintenance costs) to the point where it is
actually less expensive to put the lines underground. If the entire length of
the Heartland line was buried, it would cost the average Alberta household
only about 50 cents a month more for the capital cost. If the adverse
effects on property values are worked into the equation (conservatively
10%-15%) the true cost of running the lines above ground would  
undoubtedly exceed the cost of running the lines underground.

MYTH: I’m far enough away from the power lines that it won’t affect
me.

FALSE. A study published in the British Medical Journal showed that the
chance of a child getting childhood leukemia increased by 23% as far as
600m from high voltage power lines. The power lines in question included
132kV, 275kV and 400kV lines. None of them were 500kV. And remem-
ber, what is being proposed here is the mother-of-all power lines – towers
up to 60m tall (200’), as tall as a 20 storey building. You’ll be able to see
these for miles. Yes, people closer to the power lines have more to worry
about – but property values will still be affected over a kilometre away,
and as to health risks – how much risk is acceptable to you?

MYTH: We can’t win. It’s already been decided.

FALSE. With your support to date, RETA and Capital Region residents
have convinced elected representatives, Alberta Energy, the Alberta
Electric System Operator, and transmission facility operators to seriously
consider burying the Heartland line. However, to make undergrounding
this line a reality, we need to keep pressing.

If we unite they will listen.

RETA
Responsible Electricity

Transmission for Albertans

www.reta.ca
Make this the largest public

power line meeting in Canada ever!


