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News Release 
 

RETA Releases YouTube Video on Power Line Impacts  
 

 
(Edmonton) April 26, 2010. Responsible Electricity Transmission for Albertans (RETA) released 
a Public Service Announcement video on YouTube today highlighting the many negative impacts 
of the overhead 500kV double circuit Heartland Transmission Line proposed to run through 
Edmonton, Sherwood Park and Sturgeon County. 
 
The 2¾-minute video illustrates the real size of the 60m-tall and 45m-wide steel towers in relation 
to the homes, daycares and communities through which the Heartland line is proposed to run. If 
the overhead high voltage line is built, it would directly impact tens of thousands of people in the 
many homes, schools and daycares which are along the proposed route. In addition many 
environmentally sensitive areas would be directly affected.  
 
Should the power line be built above ground, it will be the largest project of its kind ever built in 
Alberta, with towers almost twice the size of existing high voltage towers and lines in the 
province. “These towers will absolutely dwarf existing towers in Alberta”, said Bruce Johnson, 
President of RETA, “and we want to show Albertans just how huge they are.”  Johnson continued, 
“AltaLink, EPCOR and the Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO) have been depicting these 
towers and lines, in both pictures and in print, as very small, unobtrusive structures which would 
blend into the landscape. Well, that is simply not true. These ugly 20 story tall towers would be 
visible from miles away in all directions and would blight the natural landscape creating a major 
eyesore in dozens of residential communities.” 
 
The video points out a number of major health risks associated with overhead high voltage power 
lines including leukemia, other cancers, Alzheimer’s disease, suicide, miscarriage, birth defects 
and depression. And people who want to move away from the lines because of these risks will 
find it almost impossible to sell their properties.  “Health Canada’s position on this would be 
laughable if the issues weren’t so serious.  They’re miles behind the rest of the world when it 
comes to research into the health impacts of power lines and they seem more concerned about 
the welfare of the power companies than the health of Canadians”, said Johnson. 
 
The proposed Heartland line is the first of 5 high voltage power lines listed as “critical 
transmission infrastructure” within the Electric Statutes Amendment Act, 2009 (Bill 50), passed 
late last year by the Alberta Government in spite of province-wide opposition to the legislation. 
The legislation excludes public consultation on the need for any transmission lines deemed as 
“critical transmission infrastructure” at the sole discretion of the Alberta Government. The AESO 
and Alberta Energy have indicated that there will be many more new high voltage power lines 
required in Alberta in addition to these 5 projects. The RETA video points out that high voltage 
towers and lines will crisscross Alberta and run right through hundreds of communities within the 
next several years, whether these lines are needed or not.  
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“Although the video has a light-hearted tone, the issues described in the video are certainly not 
light-hearted”, said Johnson. “People’s health and safety are very real and serious matters, and 
the adverse visual impacts that these monstrous towers and lines will have on the landscape are 
beyond words. That’s why we decided to show Albertans in a video what this proposed project 
would actually look like.” 
 
RETA has been trying to convince Alberta Energy, the AESO, AltaLink and EPCOR to bury the 
Heartland line whenever it runs near homes, schools, daycares, hospitals and environmentally 
sensitive areas.  
 
A Leger Marketing public opinion survey conducted late last year indicates that Albertans are 
concerned about the health and safety risks of above ground high voltage power lines, and 70% 
of the 900 random Albertans polled indicate that high voltage power lines should be buried 
whenever they run close to people’s homes, schools or daycares. The survey is accurate to 
within ±3.3%. 
 
A report submitted to the AESO by a consultant in February 2010 indicates that burying the 
Heartland line is both technically and financially feasible, and is reliable. Unfortunately, the AESO, 
Alberta Energy, AltaLink and EPCOR currently refuse to support burial or partial burial of the line. 
 
The video also questions the need for such power lines at such huge capacities.  The 
underground report commissioned by the AESO shows the Heartland line will only be energized 
to 15% of its capacity until at least 2027. This is largely because a maximum of 2 of the 9 oil 
sands upgraders initially proposed in 2007 to be constructed in the Industrial Heartland may 
actually go ahead. Raw bitumen, that was to have been upgraded at the Industrial Heartland, is 
already being shipped south by Alberta oil sands operators to be refined in the United States.  
 
“To put things in perspective”, said Johnson, “the Heartland line has a capacity of 6,000MW.  To 
energize even half of this would require a handful of very large nuclear power stations, or, at least 
seven coal fired plants the size of the new Keephills 3 plant.  So where’s all the power going to 
come from?  It’s like building an eight lane highway to Fort McMurray just in case we need it 
some day.” 
 
The video can be viewed on YouTube at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E2JoYdo1kk8. It is 
also available at www.RETA.ca.   
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Media wishing to access a high-definition version can do so for a limited time at 
https://www.yousendit.com/dl?phi_action=app/orchestrateDownload&rurl=https%253A%252F%2
52Fwww.yousendit.com%252Ftransfer.php%253Faction%253Dbatch_download%2526send_id%
253D858721631%2526email%253De55f0694f487d1f6f65278f5e6d31ec1. 
 

 
For more information or questions, see www.RETA.ca or contact: 
 
Bruce Johnson 
President, RETA 
780-902-9511 (cell) 
 
John Kristensen 
VP Technical, RETA 
780-467-1432 (home) 
780-722-9866 (cell) 


