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News Release 
 

Short-Listed Routes for Heartland Power Line 
 

(Edmonton) January 6, 2010. RETA is pleased about some parts, 
but concerned about other parts, of the Heartland Project Team’s 
announcement today short-listing the number of potential routes for 
the Heartland power line from four to two. 
 
“We’re encouraged that the Heartland Team has included an 
underground option in its proposal, even if it is for only 20km of the 
65km East Transportation Utility Corridor preferred option”, said John 
Kristensen, Vice-President Technical, RETA. He went on to say, “Due 
to the many documented negative health, safety, property value, 
environmental and aesthetic impacts of overhead high voltage power 
lines, we continue to press for the line to be buried wherever it would 
run near homes, schools, daycare centres, hospitals and 
environmentally sensitive areas”. 
 
With respect to health for example, prolonged exposure to overhead 
high voltage power line electromagnetic fields increases the risk of 
contracting Alzheimer’s disease by 4.9 times the expected rate, and 
2.5 times the expected rate for related dementia. “Health care 
agencies and institutions should be looking at the causes and 
prevention of these types of illnesses, rather than focusing on dealing 
with the symptoms, such as outlined in the recently released study 
titled Rising Tide: The Impact of Dementia on Canadian Society”, said 
Kristensen.   
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Bryan Bradley, Secretary, RETA, indicated, “And we’re also pleased 
that the Heartland Team has estimated the capital cost for the 
underground option to be only two to three times that for the 
overhead option. This would mean that the underground option would 
add less than the cost of a cup of coffee per year to the average 
Alberta household.” A public opinion survey conducted for RETA in 
October 2009 indicated that the vast majority of Albertans would be 
willing to pay significantly more than that to get high voltage power 
lines buried. 
 
Both Bradley and Kristensen were concerned that the underground 
option was only a consideration at this point, and not a 
recommendation by the Heartland Team. 
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For more information, please see www.RETA.ca or contact: 
 
John Kristensen 
VP Technical, RETA 
780-467-1432 (home) 
780-722-9866 (cell)  
 
 


