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News Release 

 

Alberta Government is FOIPed on Heartland Power Line  
 

(Edmonton) August 3, 2010. Despite repeated requests of the Alberta 
Electric System Operator (AESO), the Heartland Transmission Project Team 
(AltaLink and EPCOR) and the Government of Alberta, the public watchdog 
and advocacy group Responsible Electricity Transmission for Albertans 
(RETA) has been unable to get any specifics regarding the need for the 
proposed Heartland Transmission Line and much of the other $8.1B in 
transmission system upgrades deemed as critical by the government. 
 
In an open letter to Premier Stelmach sent in April 2010, RETA President, 
Bruce Johnson, requested that, in the light of the current economic 
circumstances, the Premier re-evaluate the need for the Heartland line.  
“There was no meaningful information at all in the response I received from 
the Premier and frankly, this is getting quite frustrating,” said Johnson. 
 
“It may well be that Bill 50 has given the government extraordinary powers 
when it comes to classifying a project as critical infrastructure and it may 
well be that the public’s input is no longer sought when determining need, 
but surely that doesn’t mean the government can just go around claiming 
something is critical without any data,” said Johnson.  “They must have 
based this decision on something, no matter how flimsy, and we as Albertans 
are entitled to know exactly what data they looked at and what the basis for 
the need is.” 
 
Under the Alberta Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, 
citizens are allowed to request information from the government including all 
documents, emails and communications not deemed to be confidential, by 
submitting “Requests to Access Information” (commonly known as FOIP 
requests). 
 
“It’s troubling that we need to go to this length to get to the bottom of this 
issue,” said Johnson.  “Literally billions of dollars are being awarded to 
companies like AltaLink, EPCOR and ATCO Electric without any kind of 
competitive bidding process or any reasonable justification as to the need.  
This has to stop.” 
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Currently, three FOIP requests have been submitted by RETA, the results of 
which are expected in the coming weeks.  These first requests will 
undoubtedly lead to further inquiries as well.  “Who knows where this will all 
lead,” said Johnson, “but I suspect that once we start digging we’ll find a 
wealth of information that the government and the AESO have not been 
forthcoming with.” 
 
RETA expects to publish the results from the FOIP requests as they become 
available. 
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For background information on RETA see www.RETA.ca 
 
For information or questions regarding this news release, contact: 
 
Bruce Johnson 
President, RETA 
780-902-9511 (cell) 
 
John Kristensen 
VP Technical, RETA 
780-467-1432 (home) 
780-722-9866 (cell) 
 


