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News Release 
 

Mother-of-All Town Hall Meetings on the Mother-of-All 
Power Lines 

 
(Edmonton) October 26, 2009. RETA (Responsible Electricity Transmission for 
Albertans) is hosting one of Alberta’s largest ever public gatherings to show 
support for burying a double-circuit 500 kilovolt power line. 
 
The meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 24, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Northlands Rexall Place. To date, over 6,300 residents living along potential 
routes for the Heartland power line have attended meetings organized by RETA 
and community organizations to express their concerns and fears about the 
proposed above ground power line. 
 
Currently, four potential routes are being considered for the power line: West 
Transportation Utility Corridor in west Edmonton and St. Albert; East 
Transportation Utility Corridor through west Strathcona County and south 
Edmonton; far western route through the Counties of Sturgeon and Parkland; 
and far eastern route through south Edmonton and County of Strathcona east of 
Sherwood Park and Ardrossan. 
 
Residents who would be affected by a power line in any of these routes, and any 
other Albertans who are concerned about the health, safety, environmental, 
aesthetic and property value impacts of above ground high voltage power lines 
are invited to attend this meeting. 
 
This will probably be the last public meeting to be held before the Heartland 
Project Team announces its preferred and alternative routes for the Heartland 
power line. 
 
RETA currently has a registered membership of close to 4,000 people who live 
along the four potential routes.  
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Based on detailed research and meetings with experts, RETA does not support 
the construction of new above ground high voltage power lines near homes and 
schools. RETA does support and encourages more responsible electricity 
transmission including burying high voltage power lines near homes, schools, 
daycare centres, hospitals and environmentally sensitive areas. 
 
Underground high voltage power lines are safer than above ground lines, are not 
a visual blight on the landscape, do not devalue neighbouring properties, are 
more reliable, have fewer environmental impacts, are significantly more efficient 
in terms of transmission losses, have lower maintenance costs, produce less of a 
carbon footprint, and do not cost more than above ground lines over the life of 
the line. In fact, when taking into account reduced line losses and lower 
maintenance costs, underground power lines can be less expensive than above 
ground lines over the life of the line. 
 
The November 24 meeting, to be emceed by Danny Hooper, will include: 
progress to date on getting the line buried, expert presentations, video, questions 
and answers, and the opportunity for attendees to vote on this matter. Experts 
will include Dr. Magda Havas who has conducted research on the effects of 
power line electromagnetic fields on human health. 
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For more information contact: 
 
Bruce Johnson   June McNeil   Brian Heck 
President    VP West TUC  VP East TUC 
(780) 902-9511   (780) 719-3233  (780) 901-7216 
 
 
Stan Norlander   Michiel Verheul  John Kristensen 
VP East Rural   VP West Rural  VP Technical 
(780) 906-8597   (780) 939-7490  (780) 467-1432 
 
 
 
 
Attachment: November 24 Meeting Notice  
 
 
 
  


