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News Release 
 

RETA Awaits Premier’s Response on Re-Evaluation of Need for 
Heartland Transmission Line 

 
Government preventing bitumen upgraders from using environmentally friendly 
co-generation  

 
 

(Edmonton)  April 21, 2010.  On April 1, 2010, Responsible Electricity Transmission for Albertans 
President Bruce Johnson sent a letter to Premier Stelmach requesting that the need for the 
Heartland Transmission Line be re-evaluated in light of cancellations of oil sands upgrader 
development in the Industrial Heartland northeast of Edmonton. 
 
The letter made the request for the re-assessment of the level of need for the power line, 
comparing it to the Alberta Government’s recent re-evaluation of oil and gas royalty structure 
based on changing provincial, national and global economies.  Just as the newly introduced Bill 1 
by the Alberta Government reflects an economy fundamentally changed from 2007 when the 
Alberta Government established the Alberta Royalty Framework, the need for the 6,000MW 
double-circuit 500kV power line, also proposed in 2007, has changed significantly.  
 
RETA is also raising concerns about the government’s plans to force oil sands upgraders that 
may want to locate in the Heartland to use electricity produced from the coal-fired plants at Lake 
Wabamun.  Upgraders prefer to use the gases produced in the upgrading process to generate 
their own electricity and to sell the surplus electricity back to the grid.  “While it may not be in the 
interests of the owners of coal-fired power plants, allowing bitumen upgraders to operate their 
own co-generation is more efficient, more cost-effective, requires little or no transmission 
infrastructure, and is better for the environment, the economy, and the reputation of Alberta’s oil 
sands industry”, said John Kristensen, RETA’s VP Technical.   
 
RETA points out that forcing construction of the Heartland transmission line under Bill 50 
undermines the government’s own goals of upgrading bitumen in Alberta, reducing green house 
gas emissions, improving Alberta’s environmental image, and the competitiveness of the Alberta 
economy.   
 
The proposed Heartland transmission line:  
 

• prevents upgraders from using more efficient and lower cost energy from co-generation 
because once the transmission line is built, the AUC will require them to use it; 

• forces upgraders to use dirty energy from coal-fired power plants;   
• increases green house gas emissions; 
• requires the building of expensive and unnecessary transmission lines; 
• discourages upgraders from locating in the Industrial Heartland, taking jobs away from 

Albertans;  and 
• reduces the competitiveness of Alberta’s economy. 
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If a smaller-capacity power line is still required for the Industrial Heartland following a proper 
review, the letter to the Premier goes on to suggest that the power line could be built at a lower 
cost, and thereby lessen the financial burden on industry, other businesses and Alberta residents.  
 
Consistent with what Albertans have indicated to RETA and in a late 2009 Leger Marketing public 
opinion survey, the letter requests that if a smaller line is needed, it should be buried whenever it 
runs near homes, schools, daycares, hospitals and environmentally sensitive areas.  The public 
opinion survey indicates that Albertans are concerned about the impacts of overhead high voltage 
power lines on health, safety, esthetics and property values. Those polled are particularly 
concerned about the health and safety impacts on children.  
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For more information or questions, see www.RETA.ca or contact: 
 
Bruce Johnson 
President, RETA 
780-902-9511 (cell) 
 
John Kristensen 
VP Technical, RETA 
780-722-9866 (cell) 
 
Attachments: April 1, 2010 Letter to Premier Stelmach 
  Backgrounder on Reduced Need for Heartland Transmission Line  
 
 


