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News Release 
 

RETA Asks MLAs Affected by  
“Critical Transmission Infrastructure”  

For Personal Views 
 

(Sherwood Park)  February 2, 2011. Responsible Electricity Transmission for Albertans (RETA) 
is asking the 21 MLAs who are slated to have 500 kilovolt power lines run through their 
constituencies what their position is on a number of issues related to electricity transmission in 
Alberta. 
 
Electricity transmission has become one of the most controversial issues facing Albertans during 
the past few years, particularly since the Alberta Government passed legislation which 
significantly limits the public’s role in reviewing applications for new power lines. 
 
“Our public polling; letters, phone calls and e-mails we receive from Albertans; and meetings 
being held across the province tell us that Albertans are concerned, frustrated and angry about 
the way this provincial government is handling the electricity transmission file,” said Bruce 
Johnson, President of RETA. 
 
“Albertans are concerned about the documented health, safety, property value and environmental 
impacts of overhead high voltage power lines,” continued Johnson. “And many are convinced all 
of these new power lines aren’t even necessary.” 
 
As transmission facility operators such as AltaLink, EPCOR and ATCO Electric submit their plans 
for new AC and DC 500 kilovolt power lines, Albertans are becoming aware of just how extensive 
and far-reaching the Alberta Government’s plans are for construction of new monster power lines. 
Albertans are learning that some of these lines will include towers twice as high as any built 
before in our province – towers as high as a 20 story building.  
 
“As part of RETA’s research and polling on electricity transmission, we are asking those MLAs 
who have one or more of these gargantuan lines proposed for their constituencies to complete a 
short questionnaire we have prepared,” said John Kristensen, VP Technical of RETA. “We have 
focused on those MLAs whose constituents will be directly affected by the proposed Heartland 
AC Transmission Project, Western Alberta DC Transmission Line, and Eastern Alberta DC 
Transmission Line.” 
 
RETA is asking the 21 affected MLAs what their thoughts are about need for the lines, their 
impacts, and whether or not they believe these lines should be buried in certain circumstances. 
Results of the questionnaire, including non-responses, will be published on RETA’s website. 
 
Johnson continued, “Considering how upset Albertans are about electricity transmission in our 
province, we think it only fair that constituents find out just exactly what their MLAs think about 
these lines proposed to run near thousands of residents or in many cases right on their 
properties. We think it’s important, especially at this time when the Alberta Progressive 
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Conservative Party will be looking for a new Leader, to poll MLAs and help shed some light on 
one of the more pressing issues before us.” 
 
RETA is also strongly encouraging residents who live in the 21 provincial constituencies to 
directly contact their MLAs and ask questions similar to those asked by RETA’s questionnaire.      
 
AltaLink and EPCOR have submitted their Heartland facility application to the Alberta Utilities 
Commission and the AUC hearing is planned to start April 11, 2011. AltaLink has identified their 
preferred and alternate routes for the Western DC Line and the AUC has just announced an 
enhanced public hearing process regarding this proposal. ATCO Electric has also identified their 
preferred and alternate route options for their Eastern DC Line.  
 
AltaLink, EPCOR and ATCO Electric all hope to start construction of the projects identified above 
in late 2011 or early 2012. Many additional high voltage lines are planned by the Alberta 
Government throughout the province.  
 
 
RETA is a not-for-profit society with over 8,000 registered members that encourages responsible 
electricity transmission in Alberta which includes: questioning the need for overhead high voltage 
towers and lines to criss-cross the province; if these lines are built, burying them whenever they 
run close to homes, schools, daycares, hospitals and environmentally sensitive areas; fairly 
compensating landowners if lines run near them and are not buried; and developing more 
efficient and environmentally-friendly ways of generating and transmitting electricity. 
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For more information or questions, see www.RETA.ca or contact:    
            
Bruce Johnson 
President, RETA 
780-902-9511 (cell) 
 
John Kristensen 
VP Technical, RETA 
780-467-1432 (home) 
780-722-9866 (cell) 
 
Attachments: February 2, 2011 letter to MLAs 
  List of affected MLAs 
  Questions for affected MLAs       


