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News Release 
 

Albertans’ Views on High Voltage Power Lines 
 
(Edmonton) November 3, 2009. RETA (Responsible Electricity Transmission for 
Albertans) released results of a public opinion survey today indicating the views 
of Albertans on electricity transmission in Alberta. The survey, commissioned by 
RETA, was conducted by national pollster Leger Marketing. 
 
The telephone survey of 900 randomly selected Alberta households was 
conducted between October 16 and 26, 2009, and results are accurate to within 
±3.3 percentage points, 19 times out of 20. 

 
Alberta residents indicate concern about the safety of small children, potential 
health risks, and the noise and appearance associated with above ground high 
voltage power lines. 
 
While a majority of Albertans agree power lines can be located below ground by 
homes, schools or daycare centres, significantly fewer agree that power lines can 
be located above ground near these locations. 
 
On average, Albertans are willing to pay $3.55 on their monthly power bill to have 
power lines buried in the province of Alberta; this figure increases significantly to 
$4.02 when asked how much they would be willing to pay to have lines buried 
close to their own home or child’s school. 
 
The majority of Albertans feel that the value of a home is decreased when it is 
located near a high voltage power line, and on average, Albertans believe the 
home is devalued by 16% (note that this average also includes those who felt the 
value of a home would increase or stay the same and includes the opinions of 
both homeowners and renters). 
 
Detailed survey results are included in the attached report by Leger Marketing. 
These results will be discussed at the Mother-of-All Power Line Meetings 
sponsored by RETA to be held at 7:00 p.m., November 24, 2009.  Northlands 
has recently upgraded the meeting venue to Rexall Place. 
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“These results confirm what we had been hearing from Albertans over the past 
year as we met with them at public meetings or on their doorstep”, said Bruce 
Johnson, President of RETA. “Albertans are aware of the negative health, safety 
and property value impacts of above ground high voltage power lines, and want 
these lines buried whenever they run close to homes, schools and daycare 
centres.” 
 
Johnson continued, “In fact, our best estimates show that the incremental cost of 
putting the Heartland Transmission Line underground when it runs by schools 
and homes should be well under $0.50 per month and Albertans are prepared to 
spend seven or eight times this amount.”  
 
Information on RETA and the proposed Heartland Transmission Line can be 
found at www.RETA.ca.  
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For additional information or if media have any questions, please contact: 
 
Bruce Johnson 
President, RETA 
(780) 902-9511 
 
or: 
 
John Kristensen 
VP Technical, RETA 
(780) 467-1432 
 
Attachment: Leger Marketing Report 
 


