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News Release 
 

Heartland Team Postpones Facility Application Submission  
 

 
(Edmonton) May 3, 2010. Responsible Electricity Transmission for Albertans (RETA) is pleased  
that the Heartland Team has postponed submitting its facility application to the Alberta Utilities 
Commission (AUC). 
 
RETA was formally notified today that EPCOR and AltaLink (the Heartland Team) will not be 
submitting their facility application on the Heartland Transmission Project to the AUC until the fall 
of 2010. The proposed Heartland 500kV double circuit transmission line would bring power from 
Lake Wabamun to the Industrial Heartland northeast of Edmonton. 
 
“Although this postponement draws out the application process over a longer period of time and 
creates more uncertainty for thousands of residents, parents of school children and businesses, 
the extra time this affords us to prepare for the upcoming legal battle and the AUC hearings will 
be put to good use”, said RETA President Bruce Johnson.  
 
“We have received legal opinions from our counsel that identify several opportunities to challenge 
the AUC process before the hearing starts, additional opportunities to challenge the AUC process 
once the hearing starts, and legal strategies for the substantive issues to be addressed in the 
hearing itself”, continued Johnson. Postponement of the facility application submission will 
provide RETA with more time to raise funds for these initiatives. 
 
“The delay will also afford the Alberta Government sufficient time to re-evaluate the need for the 
Heartland line, as proposed, in light of drastically changed economic realities since the Heartland 
line was first proposed in 2007”, said John Kristensen, VP Technical of RETA. “In early April, we 
asked the Premier to re-evaluate the need for this line in the same way the Alberta Government 
re-evaluated the 2007 Alberta Royalty Framework because the economic circumstances had 
changed so much from when that framework was developed in 2007”, Kristensen continued. 
 
When the Heartland power line was first proposed in 2007, it was to have brought power to nine 
oil sands upgraders planned for the Industrial Heartland. Today, there may be two of those nine 
upgraders actually going ahead. Alberta oil sands operators have already made plans to ship the 
raw bitumen south to the United States, rather than refine it at the Industrial Heartland or 
anywhere in Alberta for that matter.  
 
Bruce Johnson indicated, “Not only will there be little or no requirement for coal-fired electricity 
from Wabamun to feed the Industrial Heartland, especially since most refineries co-generate their 
own electricity, but there really isn’t enough coal-fired generation to even begin to meet the 
Heartland line’s proposed capacity of 6,000 megawatts. If this line gets built, it could well be 
called The Power Line from Nowhere to Nowhere.”  
 



 2 

Delaying submission of their facility application may also provide an opportunity for AltaLink and 
EPCOR to properly consider how they plan to expand the Ellerslie Substation in order to 
accommodate the Heartland line, should the AUC select their preferred route through the Ellerslie 
and Colchester communities and through the Sherwood Park Greenbelt next to thousands of 
residents.  
 
“We were upset to attend the recent AltaLink Open House on the proposed Ellerslie Substation 
expansion, only to find out that they had not included an option for construction of a transition 
station to accommodate burying the power line next to all of these communities, schools, 
daycares and businesses”, said Kristensen. 
 
Should the Heartland line be needed, following an appropriate re-evaluation, RETA has been 
pressing for the line to be buried whenever it runs near homes, schools, daycares, hospitals and 
environmentally sensitive areas. 
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For more information or questions, see www.RETA.ca or contact: 
 
Bruce Johnson 
President, RETA 
780-902-9511 (cell) 
 
John Kristensen 
VP Technical, RETA 
780-467-1432 (home) 
780-722-9866 (cell) 
 


