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RETA  c/o  23324 Township Road 515, Sherwood Park, AB   T8B 1L1 
 
                        May 3, 2010 
 
Honourable Ron Liepert 
Minister of Energy 
Room 323, Legislature Building 
10800 – 97 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB    T5K 2B6 
 
Dear Minister Liepert: 
 
Re: Request for Policy Regarding High Voltage Power Lines Near People 
 
On April 7, 2010, Larry Andrews, John Kristensen and I met with your Assistant Deputy Minister of 
Electricity and Alternative Energy, Tim Grant, and his colleague, Ian McKay, to discuss the proposed 
Heartland Transmission Project. 
 
Among other discussion points, we asked Mr. Grant that Alberta Energy consider establishing a policy 
through regulation, Order-in-Council or Ministerial Statement with respect to burying new high voltage power 
lines whenever they run near homes, schools, daycares, hospitals and environmentally sensitive areas. (A 
regulatory amendment, Order-in-Council or Ministerial Statement, as opposed to legislation, could be 
drafted and approved very quickly.) We further suggested that the 500kV double circuit Heartland 
Transmission Line could be considered a “model” or “pilot” in this regard. Mr. Grant indicated to us that he 
would be discussing this request with you on April 8, 2010.  
 
We made this request, in light of the many documented health, safety, property value, environmental and 
aesthetic impacts of overhead high voltage power lines. Fact sheets on the many impacts are available at 
www.RETA.ca. An objective Leger Marketing public opinion survey conducted late last year of 900 
randomly-selected Albertans indicates that the vast majority of Albertans are concerned about the negative 
impacts of overhead high voltage power lines (Fact Sheet #26).   
 
There are many benefits of burying high voltage power lines (Fact Sheet #8). When compared to overhead 
lines, underground lines are safer, more friendly for the environment, more reliable, more efficient and more 
cost effective over the life of a line. As well, buried lines have less impact on health, property devaluation 
and aesthetics. Burying all or part of the Heartland line would be consistent with the Leger Marketing public 
opinion survey conducted last year which indicates that 70% of Albertans think high voltage power lines 
should be buried when they run near homes, schools and daycare centres.  
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On February 24, 2010, the Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO) released the Feasibility Study for 
500kV AC Underground Cables for Use in the Edmonton Region of Alberta, Canada, prepared by Cable 
Consulting International Ltd. (CCI). The report indicated that burying part of the proposed Heartland line is 
both technically and financially feasible, and is reliable. Underground cable experts from around the world 
that we have consulted with have also clearly indicated that burying the proposed Heartland 500kV line is 
technically feasible and reliable, and may even cost less than an above ground line, over the life of the line, 
when combined capital, maintenance and transmission loss costs are considered. 
 
On the basis of the above information, we reiterate our request for an Alberta Government policy with 
respect to burying new high voltage power lines whenever they run near homes, schools, daycares, 
hospitals and environmentally sensitive areas.  
 
When we discussed AltaLink’s and EPCOR’s preferred route for the Heartland line during our meeting with 
Mr. Grant on April 7, he stated that it would be “cheaper to move Colchester School than to bury the line” 
and “cheaper to buy out all the homes than to bury the line”. In follow up to these comments, would the 
Alberta Government seriously consider this option? B.C. Hydro, a B.C. crown corporation, did recently 
purchase 105 homes in Tsawwassen for $62 million from residents who were concerned about their health 
and safety in relation to an overhead high voltage power line. We would be very interested to know if the 
Alberta Government would consider working with AltaLink and EPCOR on a fair purchase option for all of 
the affected homes and businesses, and on an arrangement to replace those schools affected by an 
overhead Heartland line. 
 
We eagerly await a response to our questions on an underground power line policy, and on the possibility of 
purchasing affected homes and building replacement schools, should AltaLink’s and EPCOR’s preferred 
route for an overhead Heartland power line be selected. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Original Signed 
 
Bruce Johnson 
President 
 
Attachments: Fact Sheets #8 and #26 
 
cc: Honourable Ed Stelmach, Premier 

Honourable Doug Horner, MLA Spruce Grove-Sturgeon-St. Albert 
 Honourable Iris Evans, MLA Sherwood Park 
 Honourable Gene Zwozdesky, MLA Edmonton Mill Creek 
 Naresh Bhardwaj, MLA Edmonton Ellerslie 
 Jeff Johnson, MLA Athabasca-Redwater 
 Fred Lindsay, MLA Stony Plain 

Dave Quest, MLA Strathcona 
Peter Sandhu, MLA Edmonton Manning 
 


