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(Sherwood Park) June 17, 2009. Edmonton and area residents expressed concern and 
frustration at a public meeting tonight about the health, safety, environmental and property value 
impacts of a proposed double circuit 500 kilovolt power line. The line would run from Lake 
Wabamun to the Industrial Heartland near Fort Saskatchewan and if approved would be the 
largest overhead high voltage power line ever built in Alberta, with towers standing 60 meters tall 
(200 feet or 20 stories) and almost as wide. 
 
Approximately 1,500 concerned residents packed the Coast Edmonton East Hotel to listen to 
presentations by RETA (Responsible Electricity Transmission for Albertans) and to ask questions 
of the Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO), EPCOR, AltaLink, and elected government 
representatives who attended the meeting. 
 
The AESO, EPCOR and AltaLink have emphasized the perceived need for this line to residents 
along four proposed routes in and around Edmonton, but have ignored the facts regarding the 
risks. RETA was established in late 2008 by concerned citizens to make sure residents are made 
aware of all of the facts. 
 
RETA, comprised of about 2,500 members, has researched the scientific and medical literature 
from all over the world, and reported the impacts of overhead high voltage power lines on cancer, 
leukemia, Alzheimer’s disease, suicide, birth defects, and dozens of other diseases and ailments. 
 
“It’s frustrating,” said Bruce Hunt, whose house backs directly onto Sherwood Park’s Greenbelt. 
“We have a one-year-old daughter and will not live here if these power lines go up. How could we 
risk exposing her to possible leukemia? If these lines go up, how will we be able to sell our home 
and move?” 
 
“My brother spent his entire childhood, from grade 2 until grade 12, suffering from the effects of 
leukemia”, said Lisa Doucet, who sits on RETA’s Board of Directors. “It was devastating and I 
don’t wish it on anyone. It will shock me if a community as progressive as Strathcona County 
stands idly by and lets this happen.”  
 
Although the power companies continue to reassure residents that there are no risks to this 
development, many remain concerned. 
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“Are they not reading these studies? How could this possibly be OK with them? If this goes 
through, maybe the power company executives would like to move their young families into our 
homes”, said Brian Heck whose three children attend Colchester School, only a short distance 
from where the power line would be built. “What if another tornado ripped through this area and 
blew over power line towers like the 1987 tornado in Mill Woods did?” 
 
Todd Oeming, whose father Al Oeming ran the world-famous Alberta Game Farm and Polar Park, 
said, “How could they build this line right over our land which is all native wildlife habitat? The 
environmental impacts would be disastrous. Millions of birds die every year in North America 
colliding into overhead power lines.” 
 
Representatives of Europacable, a Brussels-based consortium, presented information at the 
meeting on burying these massive lines. Underground high voltage power lines are safer than 
overhead lines, are not a visual blight on the landscape, have less environmental impact, are 
more reliable, are significantly more efficient, cost no more than overhead lines over the life of a 
line, and perhaps most importantly, significantly reduce the negative health effects of overhead 
lines. 
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For more information go to www.reta.ca or contact: 
Bruce Johnson 
President, RETA 
(780) 902-9511 
bruce-johnson@shaw.ca 
 
Attachment: Backgrounder, Overhead High Voltage Power Lines 
  
     
 


