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Huge
powerlines…

…huge risks.

Huge
powerlines…

…huge risks.

to the health & safety
of your family.

to our
environment.

to the investment
in your home.

Important Town Hall Meeting
Thursday, March 5

Festival Place
Please attend!

 



the  issue
The Alberta Electric System Operator
(AESO) is seeking approval to develop a
new 500 kV powerline to provide power
for the industrial heartland near Fort
Saskatchewan area. There are four 
proposed routes for this line – 2 within
the boundaries of Strathcona County.

1. The TUC which borders the west side of Sherwood Park
2. Hwy. 21 which borders the east side of Sherwood Park

The orange areas on map below show the affected areas.The following 
subdivisions
are affected:

Do you or
someone you
know live there?

These 500 kV powerlines are not like any you’ve seen before and
would be the first to be used in Alberta.  They are enormous – as
are the risks involved with running them by schools and densely
populated areas.

What RETA wants:  RETA is asking for the proposed lines to
either be buried or moved to a route that does not pass by schools
and/or densely populated areas. RETA is not a NIMBY organization
– simply putting these lines above ground in someone else’s back
yard is not an acceptable solution. 

the  powerlines

TUC Hwy 21

TTUUCC ssiiddee
• Aspen Heights*
• Balmoral Heights*
• Camelot Square
• Fountain Creek

Estates
• Hulbert Crescent
• Lynley Ridge
• Ordze Park
• Victorian Park

Estates
• Village on the Lake
• Westboro
• Woodbridge Farms
• Wye Road Gardens

HHwwyy.. 2211 SSiiddee
• Baileys Subdivision
• Clarkdale Meadows 
• Country Club

Estates
• Foxboro
• Foxhaven
• Heritage Hills
• Heritage Point
• Ranchlands*
• Regency Park

Estates
• Sconadale
• Sconaglen
• Sherwood Hills

Estates*
• Sherwood Place
• Summerwood
• The Ridge
• Valley Point
• Wyecliff 

* not shown on map

Schools
within

affected areas

Colchester
Elementary
(further

south) 



WHAT
CAN
YOU
DO?

the  risks
…to the health of your family
Studies have shown links between EMF (Electromagnetic Fields)
and the following health risks:

…to your safety
High voltage lines can:
• act as lightning rods as well as accelerate corrosion in

pipelines below causing catastrophic failures.
• fall over in extreme weather, (ice storms, tornadoes)
• deliver a fatal shock through metal objects below

…to the environment
High voltage lines:
• kill millions of migratory birds in North America
• compromise our water ecosystems
• EMF lines collect pollutants
• are a blight on the landscape

…to the investment in your home
Property values in the affected areas 
• are estimated to drop 15%-22% (some experts say up to 40%)

5.5 m (18 ft.)
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It was
defeated in 1988.

We can
do it again!

This is what you’ve maybe seen on
the Anthony Henday Freeway or off
Whitemud Drive around 91th Street.
They are 250 kV which are 125 ft high
and 85 ft. high.

Attend
the

Town Hall
Meeting

March 5th
7:00 p.m.
Festival

Place

This is the
mother-of-all-
powerlines
they’re
proposing.
It’s a
booming
246 ft. high
and has
never been
done in
Alberta!

• Childhood Leukemia
Studies show powerlines may
cause the risk of leukemia in
children under 4 to increase
from 6 in 100,000 to as much
as 26.6 in 100,000

• Alzheimer’s
• Breast Cancer
• Brain Tumors
• Pregnancy Loss
• Non-Hodgkin’s

Lymphoma



the 
myths
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MYTH: No one has found evidence of serious health effects associated with
high voltage power lines.

FALSE. There are dozens of studies that show strong correlations between high
voltage power lines and childhood leukemia, Alzheimer’s, brain tumours, miscar-
riage, etc. Power companies refute these studies for a number of reasons. However
there is no denying that there is, at the very least, reasonable doubt.

MYTH: Health Canada says there are no serious health effects caused by high
voltage power lines.

FALSE. Health Canada says there is no conclusive evidence and although the evi-
dence is weak in their opinion, they state that more studies are required in order to
draw firm conclusions.

MYTH: 500KV power lines cannot be run underground.

FALSE. Very high voltage power lines have been safely built and operated in
Denmark, Japan and China (surely Alberta could at least measure up to the same
standards as China in this regard?)

MYTH: Putting power lines underground doesn’t help.

FALSE. RETA has studies that show EMF is dramatically reduced by proper under-
ground installation. There are even methods which can be used that will drop the
EMF to virtually zero immediately on top of the lines.

MYTH: Taxpayers overwhelmingly think power lines should naturally be run
in the Transportation Utility Corridor (TUC).

FALSE. This is the erroneous conclusion derived from a leading question in a sta-
tistically invalid survey conducted by Altalink/Epcor. It asked respondents if they
felt utility corridors should be used for power line projects. The question was asked
completely without context, purposefully omitting the fact that the utility corridor in
question goes within 100m of several schools and past numerous highly-populated
sub-divisions. We have advised Altalink/Epcor of this issue and they have chosen
not to address it. RETA will set the record straight.

MYTH: Even if lines could be put underground, it is too costly.

FALSE. The initial capital costs may be increased (RETA is still waiting to hear
from Altalink/Epcor what the cost would be) but there is data to suggest that operat-
ing costs are reduced over the lifetime of the project (due to lower line losses) to the
point where it is actually less expensive to put the lines underground. If the adverse
effects on property values are worked into the equation (conservatively 10%-15%
across the $3.5 Billion of homes along Hwy. 21 or the $1.2 Billion of homes along
the TUC) the true cost of running the lines above ground will undoubtedly exceed
the cost of running the lines underground

MYTH: I’m far enough away from the power lines that it won’t affect me.

FALSE. A study published in the British Medical Journal showed that the chance of
a child getting childhood leukemia increased by 23% as far as 600m from high volt-
age power lines. The power lines in question included 132kV, 275kV and 400kV
lines. None of them were 500KV. And remember, what is being proposed here is the
mother of all power lines – towers up to 75m tall (246’), as tall as a 20 storey build-
ing. You’ll be able to see these for miles. Yes, people closer to the power lines have
more to worry about – but property values will still be affected over a kilometre
away, and as to health risks – how much risk is acceptable to you?

MYTH: We can’t win. It’s already been decided.

FALSE. Power lines were proposed along the eastern TUC back in 1988 and that
proposal was defeated. There are more people and more young children involved
now and, with your support, we will win. The AUC (Alberta Utility Commission) is
ultimately responsible to taxpayers and the constituents of the affected areas.

If we unite they will listen.
RETA

Responsible Electricity
Transmission for Albertans

www.reta.ca


