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Environmentalists have welcomed a stinging attack on Government by defence secretary Liam Fox who criticised plans for the

development of hundreds of towering electricity pylons.

Protect Kent, the county’s branch of Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) launched a campaign earlier this year in a bid

to stop huge swathes of countryside – including Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) – being dominated by the

transmission lines.

Campaigners said Dr Fox’s letter to energy minister Chris Huhne opposing plans for the development of 150ft pylons built

across his north Somerset constituency would lend vigour to their own fight.

Dr Fox agrees with the Kent group that large areas of countryside could be destroyed if National Grid is given permission to

build overhead lines.

The cabinet member said the “short term” attempt to plug Britain’s energy gap would damage sensitive landscapes such as

Somerset, Snowdonia and the Kent Downs.

A Protect Kent spokesman said the group welcomed a member of the cabinet branding the plans “short termist”.

“It gives us real hope that Government will rethink the energy infrastructure,” he said.

“It’s great that such a senior member is firmly on our side and fantastic that elements of the Government are thinking about the

longer term impacts on the landscape by these developments.

“We can only hope that this kind of long term thinking penetrates into other aspects of Governmental policy such as the

National Planning Policy Framework which will be incredibly damaging should it come to fruition in its current form.

“We also hope that other members of Government take heed of Liam Fox’s thoughts, and he helps push them to think about a

more long term, sustainable and appropriate strategy that cares about our countryside, rather than destroying it for the sake of

a few pounds.”

The National Grid, which is responsible for offering new connections to network operators that want to generate electricity or

need a high voltage supply, said there were no current overhead schemes in Kent, but would not comment on future plans.

Campaigners, however, said they were aware of two major power lines planned; one running from Rowden near Croydon

through West Kent to Lydd in Shepway in 2017-18 and the other from Canterbury to Richborough in 2019-20.

Chairman of Protect Kent, Richard Knox-Johnston, said the cables should instead be laid underground, something the National
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Grid claims will cost £22 million per kilometre instead of the equivalent overhead lines cost of £1.8 million per kilometre.

But research carried out by the campaign group found the cost of underground lines was £3.5 million per kilometre.

The idea of underground cables was supported by Professor Sir Robert Worcester, Maidstone resident and founder of

research company MORI, in a 1997 report Wires Underground for the Millennium.

He said burying cables would be a gift to the next millennium.

“Once the wires were underground, who would ever think of putting them overhead again?” he said.

But the National Grid stuck by its argument that underground cables would be too costly and that overhead lines were quicker

to repair.

“We do appreciate people’s concerns about the impact of overhead lines on views of the landscape,” said a spokesman.

“Where we put forward proposals for new overhead lines we carry out extensive consultation with the public and statutory

bodies and we always try to minimise the effect of our infrastructure on the landscape.”
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