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American Transmission Co. is preparing a plan to build a high-voltage power line, 
similar to the line pictured above, between the La Crosse and Madison areas. 

Tracking the path of the interstate, from the Madison area north to Black River Falls, is 
the prime pathway for the planned high-voltage Badge… Read more 

Dane County officials say the routes being considered for a new high-voltage 
transmission line from the La Crosse area to the Madison area would run through more 
than half a dozen sensitive locations in the county. 

Dane County Executive Joe Parisi sent a letter Tuesday to American Transmission Co. 
detailing his concerns about segments of the proposed Badger Coulee line "that would 
potentially have the greatest impact to Dane County's agricultural, recreational, cultural 
and natural resources." 

They include portions that would run through: 

• The Sunnyside Unit Wildlife Area of the Black Earth Creek Natural Resource Area, 
purchased in 2005, in part with state stewardship funds that allow little or no 
development. 

• "Some of the best farmland in Dane County," including several large dairy operations in 
the town of Springfield and near Waunakee and DeForest. 

• Wetlands near Waunakee and in northwest Dane County. 

Other segments raising concern are near Black Earth Creek, "a nationally recognized 
Class I trout stream," and through a farmland preservation easement near Highway 12. 
One route could also harm the view of the Ice Age National Scenic Trail, the letter said. 

Some of the segments identified in the letter already house lower-voltage transmission 
lines. Parisi said, though, new construction could cause disruption and might blunt the 
beauty of scenic areas. 

Parisi said the letter is meant to be informational, "just to share some of our potential 
concerns." 



"We did a pretty exhaustive overview before we put pen to paper," he said. Parisi said he 
is not taking a stand at this time about the need for the new line. 

ATC of Pewaukee and Xcel Energy of Minneapolis have been working on plans for the 
150- to 170-mile, 345-kilovolt Badger Coulee transmission line, with an estimated price 
of $475 million to $500 million. 

The county's letter provided "very useful information," ATC spokeswoman Anne 
Spaltholz said. "We'll take their comments and all the others we receive, as well, under 
consideration as we develop the final route options for Badger Coulee." 

More than 3,000 written comments on the proposal have been submitted over the past 
two years. 

The two utilities are expected to file an application with the state Public Service 
Commission in the first half of 2013. If the project is approved, the line could be in 
service by 2018. 

 
Read more: http://host.madison.com/business/concerns-raised-on-power-line-s-proposed-
routes-in-sensitive/article_6dc7d9ac-44b2-11e2-b920-
0019bb2963f4.html#ixzz2EycWaQWc 
 


