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Congressman Jesse Jackson Jr troubles aren’t confined to his personal struggles.  His 
career-long pet project, the Peotone airport, faces problems.  Our WGNTV investigation 
into the Canadian company he picked to build it found it is under a widespread 
investigation. 

A month or so before congressman Jackson mysteriously stopped coming to work this 
spring, he led a mock groundbreaking in Peotone.  The 3rd airport called Abraham 
Lincoln National Airport has been Jackson’s lynchpin project.  He personally built a 
coalition of municipalities and companies to finance and build it. 

A WGN investigation found there’s serious trouble for one of the main companies. 

Days before the shovels pierced the dirt in Will County, the offices of SNC-Lavalin were 
raided by the Canadian Mounted Police for a second time. Canada based SNC is caught 
in a financial scandal with ties to former Libyan leader Moammar Gaddafi and his 
family. 

It wasn’t the first time SNC had big problems.  In February, the company fired a vice 
president and financial officer accused of helping smuggle one of Gaddafi’s sons to 
Mexico.  An SNC consultant still sits in a Mexican jail today. 

In March the CEO resigned after the investigation caught him signing off on $56 million 
dollars worth of non-existent projects. 

On SNC’s website, there’s a picture of what will be the Abraham Lincoln National 
Airport, boasting itself a key backer of the $700 million dollar project.  At the 
groundbreaking, Congressman Jackson was asked about SNC’s troubles.  He said they’re 
fine.  

Less than a week later, WGN learned the former vice president of SNC was arrested in 
Switzerland charged with fraud, money laundering and corrupt practices.  

WGNTV tried to reach a spokesperson for SNC in Canada and the offices are closed. 

 


